


September 11, 2001 (9/11) was a series of coordinated terrorist attacks carried out by 19 hijackers affiliated
with the Islamist extremist group al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden. It remains the deadliest terrorist attack
in U.S. history and the single largest loss of life from a foreign attack on American soil.

What Happened
On the morning of Tuesday, September 11, 2001, the hijackers boarded four commercial airliners departing
from East Coast airports (Boston, Newark, and Washington Dulles), all bound for California. Using knives and
box cutters, they seized control of the planes shortly after takeoff.

8:46 a.m.: American Airlines Flight 11 crashed
       into the North Tower of the World Trade
       Center in New York City (floors 93–99).

9:03 a.m.: United Airlines Flight 175 struck the
       South Tower (floors 77–85). Both towers were
       set ablaze by the jet fuel.

9:37 a.m.: American Airlines Flight 77 hit the
       Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia.

10:03 a.m.: United Airlines Flight 93 crashed
       into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
       after passengers and crew learned of the
       other attacks via phone calls and attempted to
       retake the plane. It is widely believed the target was the U.S. Capitol or White House.
The South Tower collapsed at 9:59 a.m.; the North Tower fell at 10:28 a.m. Later that afternoon, 7 World
Trade Center also collapsed due to damage from falling debris.

Remembering 

Casualties
A total of 2,977 people were killed (excluding the 19 hijackers),
including:

Approximately 2,753 in New York (World Trade Center and
surrounding area)
184 at the Pentagon
40 on Flight 93 in Pennsylvania

Victims included office workers, airline passengers and crew, and 441
first responders (the largest single loss of rescue personnel in U.S.
history). People from more than 90 countries died. Thousands more
were injured.

Aftermath and Impact
The attacks prompted the U.S. to launch the “War on Terror,” including
the invasion of Afghanistan to dismantle al-Qaeda and remove the
Taliban regime that sheltered it. They led to major changes in U.S.
national security, intelligence, airport security (creation of the TSA),
and the establishment of the Department of Homeland Security. The
events profoundly shaped American foreign policy, domestic politics,
and public life for years afterward.
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Summary of JUly 9, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting

(To view full minutes, please visit rotondawest.org/meeting-minutes/) 

Meeting Overview
Held on July 9, 2026, with quorum present; President Van Scyoc called the meeting
to order.
A moment of silence was observed for employee Dale Anderson.
Minutes from June 11, 2026, were approved unanimously.

Member Input
Dale Jensen questioned early meeting start times and voting procedures.
Karen Hoover raised concerns about committee member appointments and
communication issues.
Members expressed appreciation for health and wellness programs and the
addition of exercise classes.

Reports and Approvals
Treasurer’s report indicated $2.3 million cash, income ahead of schedule.
Management provided updates on the administration building and water quality.
Fines were approved for violations, and new members joined the Deed Restrictions
Committee.

New Business
Election rules, candidate packets, and voting procedures were discussed.
Brian Arman will moderate two candidate events.
A proposed $1,000 Dale Anderson scholarship was suggested, with community
input supporting broader eligibility.

**Next meeting is Thursday, September 10, 2026 @ 12:00PM**
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MSBU UPDATE



QUARTERS @ ROTONDA DEVELOPMENT -
COMMUNITY UPDATE

The RWA Board of Directors would like to provide Rotonda West property owners with an update
regarding the proposed 212-unit Quarters at Rotonda development at 155 Rotonda Plaza.

The developer submitted plans to Charlotte County approximately six months ago as part of the
County's review and permitting process. During that process, Charlotte County identified several
items requiring additional information and/or revisions to the original plans and was awaiting the
developer's response to those requests. Because the County was still awaiting the requested
information, there had been limited public information regarding the project over the past several
months to report.

On August 12, 2026, the Charlotte County Zoning Official issued a decision letter regarding the
preliminary plan submitted for the project. The County determined that the requested information
and/or revisions had not been satisfied in a timely manner and DENIED the preliminary plan. The
attached decision letter provides the specific comments identified by the County and explains the
basis for the current denial.

This denial does not mean that the project has been permanently cancelled. The County's decision
letter specifically states that, if the developer intends to move the project forward, the applicant will
be required to reapply for Site Plan Review.

At this time, the RWA has not been made aware if the project developer still intends on moving
forward. Neither Charlotte County nor the project developer has a legal requirement to keep the
RWA informed while matters are being reviewed and or addressed between the developer and
Charlotte County during this process. 

The information regarding the project is being compiled from multiple sources, including Charlotte
County Zoning and Community Development online records, RWA Board discussions, discussions
with the Cape Cave Corporation, and individuals monitoring the project, including Change for
Rotonda West? personnel and community participants.

The RWA will continue to monitor the status of the Quarters at Rotonda project and provide
updates through future issues of WEST WAYS and Constant Contact as new information becomes
available.

Residents may also follow Change for Rotonda West? on Facebook
and visit the Change.org petition page for additional community
information and updates.
https://www.change.org/Stop-RotondaWest-AptUnitDevelopment

28By: Sam Besase, Cheryl Rippe, & Michelle Wojtowicz
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For informational purposes, this snapshot graph shows homes and vacant lots
in the RWA. 

Currently, the RWA has about 6,100 homes. That leaves about 1,900 vacant lots. 

The RWA has averaged about 120 NEW HOMES built on vacant lots per year; at
that rate, the RWA would be “built out” around 2042. 

An average of about 120 new homes built on vacant lots per year times 16 years
equals about 1,920 new homes.

It should also be noted that some residents, perhaps 10% (800), purposely
bought the lot(s) next to their home as a “buffer”, with no current intention to
sell that lot for home build. That would make the RWA build-out happen about
7 years sooner, or in 2035.

RWA HOMES VS. VACANT LOTS RWA HOMES VS. VACANT LOTS 
By: Sam Besase
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NATURE NEWSNATURE NEWSNATURE NEWS
By: Merrill Horswill

33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



BUDGET DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Leo VanOrden

Oversees the Association’s budget, financial
planning, and reporting. Perfect for those who

enjoy working with numbers, spreadsheets,
and financial strategies.

*If you are interested in volunteering, please
email budgetandfinance@rotondawest.org

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Chair: Sam Besase

Cares for community properties, grounds, and
facilities. Ideal for those who appreciate
detailed landscaping, maintenance, or

projects.
*If you are interested in volunteering, please
email buildingsandgrounds@rotondawest.org

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Chair: Gwen Grace

Plans and oversees community events. Great
for you if you enjoy organizing events,

socializing, and uniting people within the
community.

If you are interested in volunteering, please
email communityoutreach@rotondawest.org

COMPLIANCE
Chair: Barb Peszko

Handles formal violation hearings and
promotes fair enforcement processes. Ideal
for those who value fairness, clear rules, and

thoughtful decision-making.
*If you are interested in volunteering, please

email
compliancecommittee@rotondawest.org

ELECTIONS
Interim Chair: Brian Armen

Oversees Board elections and annual voting
processes. Ideal for you if you’re organized,

detail-oriented, and enjoy managing
procedures.

*If you are interested in volunteering, please
email electioncommittee@rotondawest.org

RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATIONS
Chair: Barb Peszko

Reviews and approves homeowner exterior
modification applications. Ideal for those with
an eye for design, standards, or plan reviews.
*If you are interested in volunteering, please

email
residentialmodifications@rotondawest.org
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