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NEWSLETTER
SECTIONS

By: Sam Besase

Each year, the RWA Buildings and Grounds Committee awards
the Stan Plizga Environmental Advocacy Award. Ann Weaver
received the 2026 honor
at the Florida Lakewatch
event in April. Ann and
her team maintain the
Butterfly and Native
Plant Gardens at
Broadmoor Park. Ann is
also a volunteer at
Lemon Bay Conservancy's
Wildflower Preserve Butterfly Habitat.
The RWA congratulates her on this well deserved recognition.



RWA COMMITTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE

ALL MEETINGS ARE AVAILABLE ON ZOOM
(LINK PROVIDED IN CONSTANT CONTACT)

COMMITTEE DAY TIME

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

2ND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH

12:00 P.M.

BUDGET & FINANCE
COMMITTEE

TBD TBD

BUILDINGS &
GROUNDS

COMMITTEE

2ND TUESDAY OF
EACH MONTH

10:30 A.M.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
COMMITTEE

1ST WEDNESDAY OF
EACH MONTH

10:00 A.M. (Please
note new time

change)

COMPLIANCE
COMMITTEE

1ST THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH

2:00 P.M.

ELECTION
COMMITTEE

SPECIFIC TO
ELECTION SCHEDULE

TBD

RES-MOD
COMMITTEE

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY
OF

EACH MONTH
9:00 A.M.

RW NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

3RD TUESDAY OF
EACH MONTH

9:30 A.M.
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ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANDY VAN SCYOC
President

KAREN HARVEY
Vice President

SAM BESASE
Treasurer

DEB ORCHARD
Secretary

GWEN GRACE
Director

DAVID KELLY
Director

PETER TRAVERSO
Director
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BOD Minutes Continued...
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BOD Minutes Continued...
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BOD Minutes Continued...
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BOD Minutes Continued...
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NEW SIGN GUIDELINES
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SIGN guidelines CONTINUED...

Along with the new sign
guidelines, these 3 signs
have been approved for

placement on your
property for purchase.

The RWA office will soon
make these signs

available to all residents
of Rotonda West. Each
sign measures 3 inches

by 8 inches. More
information to follow in

the coming months.
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May
05/01, 05/08, 05/15, 05/22, 05/29 @ 10 AM: Tai Chi/Yin Yoga

05/02 @ 9:15 AM: Rotonda Puzzle Swap (Rotonda Park/Parade Circle)

05/04, 05/11, 05/18 @ 10 AM: Pilates Mat Fitness

05/07 @ 6:30 PM: Music Bingo (Final game until September)

05/13 @ 3 PM: Hurricane Preparedness Presentation

05/17 @ 1 PM: BINGO! (Final game until September)

05/21 @ 6:30 PM: Trivia Night with Tim

05/23 @ 10 AM: Liberty Island Dedication Ceremony & Celebration

05/25: Memorial Day (Office & Community Center Closed)

05/26 @ 4:30 PM: Food Trucks Tuesday

**All events are held in the RWA Community Center unless
otherwise noted**.
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
PRESENTS:
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
CONTINUED...
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EARTH DAY BIKE RIDE
LITTER CLEANUP-

CHALLENGE

Celebrate Earth Day! Bike
Ride & Walking Litter Clean-

Up Challenge was a
success, with a beautiful

sunny & breezy day, full of
nature to enjoy while

keeping our neighborhood
clean! 

By: Rita Lopienski

Parade Circle and Rotonda West Blvd to Boundary. Approximately 5 miles
- 1 hour - 120 pieces. 14 gallon trash bag and two plastic grocery sacks.

Jeff & Karen Nicholas

Kevin Lagraff & Susan
Atkins were ready to

cover Broadmoor

Shawn Anderson was
ready for a 2nd bag. She

walks daily picking up
litter

Organizer Rita Lopienski
enjoyed meeting members &
renters while “Re-Cycling”. 



Next season of Music in the
Park, will be held the 2nd
Tuesday of each month

beginning in November with
Jonny Puma.

Music in the Park on April 15th was a huge success. Paul Duffy
entertained and told stories to a crowd of approximately 140.
Paul sang, played Keyboard, Guitar, Tin Whistle, Flute, and Sax,
even 2 saxophones at the same time. We have booked Paul
again for Music in the Park on December 8, 2026 4-6pm.
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MUSIC IN THE PARK
by: Chester Mann
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
April was filled with great programs for the RWA Health & Wellness Initiative!

Don’t miss out on these wonderful opportunities to improve your balance,
strengthen your core, reduce stress and get into better shape!

By: Rita Lopienski



The bowls were set up as a scale for chakra alignment. There
were harmonic sequences & intention setting, led by Donna.
The major stages include Arrival (Grounding or Centering),
Descent (Releasing or Clearing), Depth (Deep Relaxation or
Immersion), Expansion 
(Integration or 
Awakening) & Return 
(Grounding or 
Awakening). 

We hope to offer this 
program again later this 
year, due to many 
requests for it. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Community Outreach Committee

Health & Wellness Initiative
presented “Sound Bathing

Meditation with Crystal Bowls”
By: Rita Lopienski

On April 9  Instructor Dr. Donna Kester Phillips, who
has led several Qigong sessions for us in the past
year, led this first time unique meditation therapeutic
journey using resonant sound waves. 

th

The participants relaxed and let the soothing and 
vibrating sounds of crystal singing bowls help clear 
their minds and open their hearts for better health 
and vitality. Chakra stones were also brought, 
available to use with the bowls for emotional 
balance, calmness, mental clarity and meditation. 



NATURE NEWS
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community outreach:
food truck tuesdays

Join us at the RWA Community Center on the 4th
Tuesday of each month and indulge in mouthwatering

food trucks—don’t miss out on this delicious
opportunity!



28

GFWC Rotonda West Women’s Club, Inc.
Gwen Grace (Past President)

May 2026
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GFWC PIE BAKING CONTEST EVENT RULES 



31



32



33



34



35

MSBU UPDATE



OFFICE STAFF

Derrick Hedges
Manager

Annette Casteel
Assistant Manager

Tammy Birdsong
Administrator/ResMod

Jenny Bulle
Bookkeeper 

Travis Green
Aquatics 

Joe Harris
Communications Specialist

Denise Huffman
Administrator/Minutes Clerk

         
Sheryl Ann Nowicki

Administrator/Deed Restrictions

Kelsey Stewart
Administrator/Deed Restrictions

Amanda Stuever
Administrator/Event Coordinator

Faela Waldrop
Administrator

 

MAINTENANCE STAFF

Dale Anderson

Craig Brown

Marc Santos 

Doug Smith

Wayne Taylor

WEST WAYS STAFF

David Pulaski
Photographer

Connie Smith
Writer

Amanda Stuever
Design/Editor/Layout

CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH

Sam Besase
Gwen Grace

Merrill Horswill
Rita Lopienski
Chester Mann
Deb Orchard
Ann Weaver

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2026

Andy Van Scyoc
President

Karen Harvey
Vice President

Sam Besase
Treasurer

Deb Orchard
Secretary

Gwen Grace
Director

David Kelly
Director

 Peter Traverso
Director
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