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Emailed to 5,218 Rotonda Residents 

 

How does Casa de Uruguay, Ice Cream Emergency 
SWFL, Taste of Poland Polish Homemade Goodies, Eat 
Chucks, Street Harvest, 3 Guys Pizza (with built-in ov-
ens in the Firetruck), The Chew Chew Truck, The Hills 
Restaurant (offering adult drinks), and more sound to 
you?  Are you hungry yet?   

Many of your Rotonda neighbors have decided to skip cooking din-
ner on the 4th Tuesday of the month and enjoy the fare from the 
Food Truck’s at the Rotonda West Community Center parking lot. 

There is even musical entertainment!   ScoƩ Laderer who had per-
formed at the Mix & Mingle Potluck Dinners is there from 5-7 pm. 

Don’t miss 
the next Food 

Truck event  
on Tuesday, 

March 24th at 
4:30-7:30 pm. 

FOOD TRUCKS ARE A HIT!                               
ArƟcle by Nadine Clough     Pictures by David Pulaski 



RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

                  BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 
    Andy Van Scyoc     Karen Harvey          Sam Besase         Deb Orchard           David Kelly        Peter Traverso     Gwen Grace       

       PRESIDENT      VICE PRESIDENT      TREASURER         SECRETARY          DIRECTOR             DIRECTOR         DIRECTOR 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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MARCH 

 

 
 
 

3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/30:  Monday, 10am:  Pilates Mat 
 
3/5    Thursday, 9 am-12 Noon:  Puzzle Making with Rotonda Puzzle Club 
 
3/5:   Thursday, 6:30pm:  Music Bingo with Tina & Jim 
 
3/6, 3/20:  Friday, 10am: Tai Chi  (3/20 outdoors) 
 
3/7:    Saturday, 1pm:  Rotonda West Has Talent Show 
 
3/11:  Wednesday, 2pm:  Invasive Plants by Mark Thurmond 
 
3/12:  Thursday, 10am: Handwriting Analysis  
 
3/13:  Friday, 9am – 5pm:  RWA Spring Community Garage Sale 
 
3/14:  Saturday, 9am - 5pm:  RWA Spring Community Garage Sale (3/15 Rain Date) 
 
3/13, 3/27:  Friday, 10am: Yin Yoga Mat 
 
3/15:  Sunday, 1pm:  RWA BINGO (play begins at 1pm) 
 
3/18:  Wednesday, 9:30am:  Qigong Session with Donna Kester Phillips  
 
3/18:  Wednesday, 2pm:  CCSO Citizens Police Academy 
 
3/19:  Thursday, 6:30pm: Trivia Night with Tim 
 
3/22:  Sunday, 5pm:  RWA Volunteer Banquet at The Hills 
 
3/24:  Tuesday, 2pm:  Woman’s History: Breast Cancer Story presentation by author                          

Judith L Pearson 
 

3/24:  Tuesday, 4:30-7:30pm: Food Truck Tuesday  (pending monthly approval) 
 
3/25:  Wednesday, 4pm:  Peace River Wildlife, sponsored by GFWC RWWC 
 
3/26:  Thursday, 2:30pm:  Adam Howard: My Career in Feature Film Visual Effects 
 
3/27:  Friday, 2 pm:  CPR/AED (rescheduled from 2/20)    
                  

 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENT 

MIX & MINGLE LUNCH AT THE ELKS HAS ENDED 

DUE TO LOW ATTENDANCE. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 



 

 

 

School to be held at Englewood, District 1.  A  seven-week day course– May 6, 2026 –June 17, 
2026, likely from 9am-2pm with lunch served.    RegistraƟon forms are available. 
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On March 18th @ 2 pm the CharloƩe County Sheriff’s Department will have a presentaƟon about 
their CiƟzen’s Police academy.  It’s a “behind the scenes look” at their agency, dedicated staff,      
policies and procedures, as well as numerous other services and programs they provide.   

Have you ever thought about volunteering with the sheriff’s department?  Want to know more 
about what they do and take a tour of their faciliƟes in Englewood?  Well, here’s your chance to 
hear more about CCSO’s CiƟzen’s Police academy.  At the class, or online, you may also fill out an 
applicaƟon should you wish to aƩend their 7-week course being conducted mornings at                         
Englewood, District 1 building, May 1st—June 17th (lunch provided). 
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RWA CLUB CALENDAR                                   
***ALL CLUB DAYS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE                    

PLEASE DOUBLE-CHECK THE EVENT TIME ON RWA WEBSITE 
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As a consultant and trainer, Patricia Carter, CGA,CG has provided services to individuals and the 
business community since 1982.   She designed an organizaƟonal development program, Under-
standing And Working With People, empowering individuals to succeed in the workplace.  With 
greater understanding of personality, work and communicaƟon style, parƟcipants learn to recog-
nize their strengths and apply them to achieve maximum job performance and interpersonal 
skills. 

Patricia has served as guest lecturer for various organizaƟons.  She has traveled to many coun-
tries with the cruise industry as a special interest speaker presenƟng various lectures on Hand-
wriƟng Analysis.   

Patricia earned a BA from the University of MassachuseƩs.  She received CerƟficaƟon as a 
Graphoanalyst from the InternaƟonal Graphoanalsis Analysis FoundaƟon.   She has held posi-
Ɵons as President and Vice President of the New England Society of HandwriƟng Analysis. 

Patricia Carter Biography 

In this presentaƟon we will look at the way we were 
taught to write in cursive or print and why that style 
may or may not differ today.   

HandwriƟng Analysis examines everything we put on 
a page as if it were a blank slate.  It includes where 
we begin to write on a page and our preference for 
lined or unlined paper and how we form the shape of 
our leƩers and the spaces between them  By measur-
ing distances between our leƩers, words, and lines, 
we can learn conscious and unconscious paƩerns of 
behavior.  All of these offer a deeper understanding of 
ourselves, family and others. 

THE ABC’S AND XYZ’S                             
OF YOUR HANDWRITING 

Submitted by:  deb orchard 
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FUN & GAMES                               
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

THIS MONTH               
ON MARCH 5TH 

BINGO!  3/15, 4/19, & 5/17                                               

3rd Sunday of each month.                                     
Doors open at 12:15 pm.  Play begins                    

at 1 pm (doors will close)                                                        
Must be 18 to play. 

TRIVIA WITH TIM 

3rd Thursday of each month.                                 
March 19th  

Doors open at 6 pm.                                                    
Play begins at 6:30 pm.                                              

Play by teams or individuals. 

3/15 

4/19 

5/17 
(3 dates leŌ) 

CHECK CALENDAR FOR DATES 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5TH 
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FUN & GAMES                               
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

TRIVIA WINNERS!                                                                                                      
Article and photo by:  Deb Orchard 

“Young Guns” -winner of February’s                         
Trivia with Tim night! 

Team members:  Kim Anderson, Pam &  Paul 
Bialek, Sue & Craig Saurer, Karen & Jeff      
Radomski, Van Dickerson and Lindsay          

Radomski.  Tonight’s theme  was “6/7”.                 
Every question contained answers                            

referencing 6 or 7. 

BINGO 

On FEBRUARY 15th, 108 people enjoyed Bingo games                                                          
at the Community Center! 

Next Bingo game date is Sunday, MARCH 15th 

Winning Trivia Team               



ROTONDA PUZZLERS 
Submitted by:  Ellyn Nadeau 

The Rotonda Puzzlers is a wonderful group of 

people sharing a common love of jigsaw puzzles.  Two types of puzzle fun are  
offered.  One is the Puzzle Swap and the other is Puzzle Making.   

PUZZLE SWAP:  Here’s how it works: 

Everyone meets at the Rotonda Community Park Parking lot, 100 Rotonda Blvd 

East, at 9:15 am the first Saturday of the month.  Everyone displays all of 

their puzzles.  At 9:30 sharp, we start the swap.  Everyone grabs the puzzles 

they want! 

Ellen takes the extra puzzles home.  Some are donated to Fire Station 4 and 74, 

as well as to Brookdale Nursing Home, The Friendship Center, and to veterans.  
The remainder get recycled at the next puzzle swap.  People have made friends 

attending the swap.  Upcoming Puzzle Swap dates:  March 7th, April 4th, May 

2nd, June 6th, July 4th, August 1st, Sept. 5th, Oct. 3rd, Nov. 7th, Dec. 5th. 

PUZZLE MAKING:  

Join us on the 1st Thursday of each month at  9 am– 12 Noon in the Rotonda 

Community Center at 646 Rotonda Circle in the West Piano Room.   Upcoming 

Puzzle Making dates are:  March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, 

August 6th, Sept. 3rd, Oct. 1st, Nov. 5th, Dec. 3th. 

We hope you join us at the next meeting. 

We also have a Facebook page that you may join.  ROTONDA PUZZLERS 
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Tammy with Wilshire 

This is Jasper (black 
standard poodle) that 
I rescued at 9 months 
old.  Walking Sunday, 

2/22 at Broadmoor 
Park where we walk 
each morning for the 
past 6 years.  Thank 
you for keeping the 

park beauƟful.   

Lori Corrado with Louie.  Bill 
BerƟn walking Robbi and 

Gus.  Nancy Ballard walking 
Speedy 

SueEllen with Cozi 
blowing down Pinehurst 

Court 

Francine Finucan         
and Sadie home           

doing Pilates 

Pictured is Kathy 
FiƩon of Rotonda 

Circle walking Buck 

Paul Smith with Pinto 
geƫng ready for their 

daily walk. 

Silas walking Abbey and Lily 
at Broadmoor Park. 

 



RWA SPRING 

COMMUNITY 

GARAGE SALE 

Friday, March 13th 

Saturday March 14th 

9 am-5 pm 
Rain Date:  Sunday, March 15th 

The last Community Garage Sale                              
was a great success! 

GET RID OF SOME “STUFF” AND MAKE SOME MONEY! 

The 3rd Annual Spring Community Garage Sale sponsored by the RWA and                                                   
the Community Outreach CommiƩee is coming up soon! 

RWA members and renters are welcome to parƟcipate on both days                                                              
with a third day, Sunday, 3/15 as the rain date only. 

A GARAGE SALE PARTICIPATION FORM IS POSTED ON THE RWA WEBSITE,                                                        
and a hard copy is on the informaƟon rack at the RWA office.                                                                

Flyers with instrucƟons and contacts will be sent via Constant Contact and Facebook. 

DEADLINE FOR SIGN-UP:  MARCH 5TH AT MIDNIGHT 

Do not call the RWA Office with quesƟons.  Please contact the Community Outreach CommiƩee at:                              
communityoutreach@rotondawest.org  or call 630-956-8814 w/quesƟons 

SubmiƩed by:  Rita Lopienski, Community CommiƩee Garage Sale Lead 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND SIGN APPROVAL FORMS  ARE 
POSTED ONLINE AT:  rotondawest.org  AND HARD 

COPIES ARE AT THE RWA OFFICE RACK                          
FINAL ADDRESS LIST WILL BE POSTED                             

THE WEEK OF THE EVENT 



NATURE NEWS 
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SPRING 2026 PROGRAM LIST 

PRESENTED BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH NATURE COMMITTEE 

 

· MARCH 11, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:  Invasive Plants, Mark Thurmond, 
reƟred USDA botanist 

· MARCH 25, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:  Peace River Wildlife Rescue, Spon-
sored by GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club 

· APRIL 4, SATURDAY 9-11 AM:  Broadmoor Park Nature/Bird Walk, 
Kaitlin Causey, CharloƩe County Lands Manager 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  All programs take place at the Rotonda West Community Center, 
646 Rotonda Circle.  Saturday programs are outside.  Meet in front of the     
Community Center unless otherwise specified. 

Welcome to Rotonda West residents, renter, and their guests.  Please do not 
contact the RWA AdministraƟve Office.   

QuesƟons ?? Contact Community Outreach CommiƩee:                                                   
communityoutreach@rotondawest.org 

PLEASE JOIN US 



NATURE NEWS 
GARDEN TIP FOR MARCH                                                                                            

ArƟcle  Photo by:  Ann Weaver 
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If a butterfly could design its own habitat, it would probably be a sunny 
meadow with some three foot high red flowers swaying above the 
grasses. Florida native tropical sage (Salvia coccinea) would perfectly 
fill the bill. One self-sowing plant will become many with irresistible 
scarlet flowers, attracting bees and even hummingbirds. 

Plant the white version of tropical sage nearby, and the plants some-
times produce pink flowers. The tubular 1 inch flowers appear pretty 
much year round. This perennial is drought tolerant once established, 
needing only deadheading after the seeds drop. A hardy member of the 
mint family, tropical sage is cold tolerant, but takes a winter break from 
blooming. 

Lyreleaf sage (Salvia lyrata) would be a grand addition to that butterfly 
meadow. This native groundcover has oval shaped leaves with a deco-
rative reddish pattern on the green rosette. In spring a 1 foot flower 
stalk produces pale blue or lavender flowers. The seeds are plentiful 
and will offer food for birds, as well as new plants. Not fussy about 
soil, lyreleaf sage is happy in sun or part shade, sand or even clay. It 
thrives in a wildflower lawn, tolerating foot traffic and even mowing. 
In my garden lyreleaf sage even grows in the beach pebble. Also in the 
mint family, lyreleaf sage is a nectar source for pollinators. 

With this column, I will pass the trowel to Merrill Horswill, a Florida 
Master Naturalist with an extensive native plant garden. Merrill also 
helps manage the Broadmoor Park Butterfly and Native Plant gardens 
and she has arranged for many of the speakers we have enjoyed 
through the Community Outreach Committee. 

Lyreleaf sage planted 
itself in gravel.                         

Photo by:  Ann Weaver 

Blue flowers of the lyreleaf 
sage (internet) 

Tropical sage has a heart
-shaped leaf and red, 
white or pink flowers      

(internet) 

WEST WAYS AND ITS READERS WOULD LIKE TO               
THANK ANN WEAVER FOR SHARING HER GARDENING 

KNOWLEDGE WITH US THIS PAST YEAR. 



NATURE NEWS 
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NATURE NEWS 
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RECAP OF: 
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RECAP OF: 
  

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A LAND MANAGER 
Kaitlin Causey CharloƩe County Environmental Lands Specialist 

Presented on Wednesday February 25, 2 pm 

SubmiƩed by:  Merrill Horswill 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH AT 9:30 AM 

(PRONOUNCED “CHEE-GUNG”)                                          
THE ANCIENT WELLNESS PRACTICE                        

Qigong, 

Qigong 
Qi-Well 

Qigong 

Qigong 
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The new addiƟon of Yin Yoga Mat Class, currently alternaƟng Friday’s at 10 am with Tai Chi, is a hit!  The 
class has averaged 28 aƩendees, men  women of varying levels and ages.  Pilates Mat Class on Monday at  
10 am (except 4th Monday & holidays) averages 30 parƟcipants.   

All three classes are offered in the Community Center for RWA members, owners, renters, and are low    
impact stretching and meditaƟve, help improve balance, posture, core strength, flexibility and provide 
stress reducƟon! 

In addiƟon to these classes, educaƟonal presentaƟons are also offered.  West Ways, RWA website,      
electronic submissions, flyers at the office, and Facebook posts are all ways to learn about them. 

Let’s keep Health and Wellness a priority at RWA! 

For more informaƟon contact:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org. 

RWA HEALTH & WELLNESS 
SubmiƩed by:  Rita Lopienski 
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RWA Community Outreach presents a                                             

Woman’s History Month    
 Presentation on                                                                                   

RADICAL SISTERS 
A 2026 Florida Book Award Gold Medal Winner 

Tuesday, March 24th at 2 pm                              
In the RWA Community Center 

With Author, Judy Pearson  

 

 

 

“In this powerful history, biographer Judy 
Pearson spotlights three women who 

spearheaded the breast cancer awareness 
movement...it’s an inspiring account of the 

women who changed how breast cancer   
is understood and treated”. 

-Publisher’s Weekly 

Read the prologue at:                                                    
JudithLPearson.com 
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Author Judy Pearson 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

 

March was another evenƞul month for the GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club.  Our members were proud to once again 
host the Lemon Bay Historical Society Cracker Fair Lemon Dessert Baking Contest.  All proceeds from this event directly 
benefited the Historic Society and support their important work.  It was a busy occasion, and we are grateful for our won‐
derful judges, as well as the talented parƟcipants who submiƩed delicious entries for the contest. 

 

 

 

MARCH, 2026 

An upcoming fundraiser “Show Me The Money” supports our Scholarship Program.  It will be held at the RWA Community 
Center on Sunday, March 22nd.  Door open at 1:30 pm and the games begin at 2 pm.  Please consider joining us for a fun 
aŌernoon benefiƟng our local students as they move on to higher educaƟon.  Each year we try to distribute at least $8000 
in scholarship money.  Help us make this year even beƩer. 

Our February General MeeƟng was especially meaningful as we cele‐
brated milestone anniversaries and welcomed new members.  Danica 
Harris marked fiŌy years as a member of the GFWC Rotonda West 
Woman’s Club.  Since the club’s founding in 1974, Danica has played a 
vital role in its development. 

Doris Walker, who joined the club twenty-five years ago and served 
twice as President, was also recognized for her longstanding commit‐
ment.  Both Danica and Doris are full-Ɵme residents of Rotonda West, 
and their dedicaƟon conƟnues to inspire our organizaƟon.   

New members were inducted into the club with a short and inspiring 
ceremony.  President Gloria Rogoski gave each new member her sig‐
nature star pin. 

The next General MeeƟng is scheduled for Thursday, March 19th at 
the RWA Community Center.  We invite everyone to join us for social 
Ɵme beginning at 9:30 am, followed by the business meeƟng at 10 
am.  For further informaƟon about our club’s events and acƟviƟes, 
please visit our website at www.gfwcrotondawest.org.  You can also 
find us on Facebook under GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Group.     
All are welcome to aƩend our general meeƟngs! 

Danica Harris 

50 year 

Member 

Doris Walker 

25 year 

Member 

 

New Members are Inducted 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS ITEMS-MARCH 2026 

SubmiƩed by:  Sam Besase 
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Future issues of WEST WAYS shall include the project-
ed start/finish for the remaining RWA secƟons. 

CharloƩe County Paving Project Manager is James Layport.  Phone 941-628-8084 



 

 

 

OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                  
Administrator 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

Karen Harvey,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Deb Orchard, Secretary 

David Kelly, Director 

 Peter Traverso, Director 

Gwen Grace, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

 

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Merrill Horswill 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Ellyn Nadeau 

Sam Besase 
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