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Emailed to 5,238 Rotonda Residents 

 

 

RWA ELECTION RESULTS  

DEB ORCHARD & GWEN GRACE ELECTED TO                                     
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

On Thursday, December 4, 2026, at the RWA Annual 
MeeƟng, the elecƟon results were announced by                               
ElecƟon CommiƩee Chairman Dale Jensen (on leŌ).                    
Welcomed to the Board of Directors were                                  
Deb Orchard, and Gwen Grace.                                                                        
The rollover of year-end excess funds was passed. 

DEB 

ORCHARD 

GWEN 

GRACE 

RWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2026              
LeŌ to Right:  Sam Besase, Gwen Grace, 

Andy VanScyoc, Karen Harvey, David Kelly, 
Deb Orchard.  Peter Traverso not pictured. 

    Dale Jensen   
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ELECTRONIC VOTING MAKES                                        
A SUCCESSFUL DEBUT                                                

IN ROTONDA ELECTION 

SubmiƩed by Dale Jensen, ElecƟon CommiƩee Chair 

 

2025 RWA ElecƟon Results: 

The ElecƟon CommiƩee is pleased to announce that in the first year of its                            
availability 1,970 RWA members chose to vote electronically.  Adding the                                   
447 mail-in ballots and the 4 in-person ballots to the e-votes, we arrive at                                       
a grand total of 2,421 members who voted this year.  That represents an                                             

increase of 548 votes over the average for the past 4 years.  

 

The commiƩee offers its congratulaƟons to our new Directors, Gwen Grace                               
and Deb Orchard, and wants to thank everyone who voted this year.                                         

The results of the voƟng are as follows: 

ROLLOVER OF EXCESS MEMBERSHIP INCOME FROM 2025-2026 

FOR:      2,303 

OPPOSED:  91 

 

 DIRECTOR CANDIDATES:  

JERRY ELDRED                        1032 

GWEN GRACE                          1069 

DEB ORCHARD                          1226 

SCOTT SCHERMERHORN           874        

 

Votes tabulated and validated by McMillan, Whiteman & Associates PLLC (CerƟfied Public Accountants)      



RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

                  BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 
    Andy Van Scyoc     Karen Harvey          Sam Besase         Deb Orchard           David Kelly        Peter Traverso     Gwen Grace       

       PRESIDENT      VICE PRESIDENT      TREASURER         SECRETARY          DIRECTOR             DIRECTOR         DIRECTOR 
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Yin Yoga that is currently up for the Board of Directors approval to add the third exercise class.  The acƟviƟes that                             
the COC offer are good programs for the community and would like to see Yin Yoga class added to the program.                  
If the Board is reluctant to pass the moƟon for the Yin Yoga class to be added permanently then  (conƟnued) 

 



 

BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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Buildings & Grounds-  Director Besase (Chair)                                                                                                                                           
Director Besase provided a wriƩen report aƩached to these minutes. 



BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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Hedges responded yes, remember the RWA Board went through quotes that were sent, also remember this was on 
the three-year plan years ago when the rip-rap repair was approved for the Island. The decision was (conƟnued) 



BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 

Director Eldred stated it was unfortunate that the commiƩee members resigned and it’s too bad that it couldn’t be 
worked out in a closed Board meeƟng. 

       7 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 

HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 

 

WE HOPE YOU HAVE A  WONDERFUL 2026 

FROM: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICE & MAINTAINANCE STAFF 

WEST WAYS STAFF 

 



JANUARY 2026 

1/1 & 1/2:  RWA Office & Community Center Closed/Holiday 

1/2, 1/16, 1/23:  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi 

1/5, 1/12, 1/19:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat 

1/9, 1/30:  Friday, 10 am:  Yin Yoga Mat 

1/13:  Tuesday, 2 pm:  Child Exploitation & Human Trafficking by 
Don Woelke, CCSO 

1/14:  Wednesday, 2 pm:  Gardening for Wildlife by Sarah Weber 

1/15:  Thursday, 6:30 pm:  Trivia Night with Tim 

1/18:  Sunday, 1 pm:  RWA Bingo (play begins at 1 pm) 

1/19:  Monday, RWA Office & Community Center Closed/Holiday 

1/20:  Tuesday, 2 pm:  Drowning in Stuff:  An American Epidemic, 
by Ali Tedeschi 

1/21:  Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (Rotonda Elks) 

1/22:  Thursday, 6-8 pm:  Charlotte County Community Meeting, 
Drainage in Rotonda West 

1/27:  Tuesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck in Community Center 

1/28:  Wednesday 2 pm:  Shorebirds Program by Photographer 
Mary Lundeberg 

1/31:  Saturday, 9 am-12 pm:  Shredding Hunger (RWA driveway)  
Food Donation & Paper Shredding 
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FEBRUARY 
2/2, 2/9  MONDAY:  10-11 AM:  PILATES MAT FITNESS 

2/2  MONDAY:  4:30—7:30 PM:   NEW!! HAPPY HOUR FOOD 
TRUCK EVENT.  IN FRONT OF COMMUNITY CENTER.   

2/5  THURSDAY:  9 AM-NOON:  ROTONDA PUZZLERS 

2/5  THURSDAY:  6:30 –8 PM:  MUSIC BINGO 

2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27  FRIDAY:  10-11 AM:  TAI CHI/YIN YOGA 

2/7  SATURDAY:  9-11 AM:  BUTTERFLY GARDEN TOUR                                     
& CELEBRATION 

2/7  SATURDAY:  9:15-9:45 AM:  “PUZZLE SWAP” AT ROTONDA 
PARK OFF OF PARADE CIRCLE 

2/13  FRIDAY:  2-3 PM:  “STOP THE BLEED” PRESENTATION  

2/13  FRIDAY:  2-3 PM:  EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING  

2/15  SUNDAY:  12:15-4 PM RWA BINGO (GAMES START AT 1 PM)   

2/16  MONDAY:  RWA OFFICE & COMMUNITY CENTER CLOSED 

2/18  WEDNESDAY:  11:30 AM-2:30 PM:  MIX & MINGLE                       
LUNCHEON AT THE ROTONDA ELKS 

2/19  THURSDAY:  6:30-8:30 PM:  TRIVIA NIGHT WITH TIM 

2/20  FRIDAY & 2/21 SATURDAY:  11 AM– 1 PM:  ROTONDA WEST 
HAS TALENT AUDITIONS 

2/22  SUNDAY:  NATIONAL WALK YOUR DOG DAY!                                           
SEND PHOTOS TO WEST WAYS NEWSLETTER AT:                                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

2/25  WEDNESDAY:  2-4 PM:  NATURE “DAY IN THE LIFE OF A 
LAND MANAGER” 
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Rotonda	West	“BIG”	Blood	Drive 
January	22,	2026 

We are excited to announce the upcoming "BIG" Blood Drive scheduled for January 22, 2026, at 
the Rotonda Marina located across from The Hills Golf Club at 100 Rotonda Circle.   Attached is 
the flyer for this important event. In previous years, our community has shown tremendous support: 
last year, despite challenging weather conditions of wind, rain, and cold, we received 43 pints of 
blood. The year prior, we collected 35 pints, which had set a record at the time.  

OneBlood has been extremely impressed by our location and the dedication of our reliable donors. 
As a result, following our January 2025 drive, they began considering sending TWO Big Red Bus-
es for the January 2026 event to accommodate the anticipated increase in participation.  

The Rotonda West community has generously supported the OneBlood drive sponsored by the 
GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club. This year’s drive marks a significant milestone, with One-
Blood confirming the deployment of TWO Big Red Buses on Thursday, January 22nd.  

     Let’s work together to make the January 2026 blood drive our most successful yet! 
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SAVE	THE	DATE	FOR	SHRED-IT	AND	SHARE 

The Rotonda West Community Outreach Committee 
invites all residents to participate in a drive-thru 
shredding event on Saturday, January 31, from 9:00 
AM to 12:00 PM. This event will take place at the 
RW Community Center, located at 646 Rotonda  
Circle. Attendees will have access to a mobile shred 
truck that will securely shred documents on site, 
providing a convenient and safe way to dispose of 
sensitive paperwork. 

In addition to the shredding service, the committee 
will be collecting dry and canned food donations. 
These contributions will benefit the St. Davids      
Jubilee Center, Englewood Helping Hand, and       
St. Francis food pantries. By donating, you will help 
support families and individuals in need throughout 
the Rotonda West community. Please ensure that 
all donated food items are not expired. 

We encourage everyone to bring documents for 
shredding and a donation to share. Your participa-
tion will help make a positive impact in Rotonda 
West and our local community. 
  

     12 

RWA COMMUNITY OUTREACH         
COMMITTEE PRESENTS: 

DROWNING IN STUFF 
Get organized in the new year! 

By:  Ali Tedeschi 

Make a resoluƟon to get organized once and for all this 
year!  Learn how to organize any area of your home.        

It’s easier than you think.  Join us for an interesƟng and       
entertaining presentaƟon on home organizaƟon. 

TUESDDAY, JANUARY 20TH 

AT 2 PM 

RWA COMMUNITY CTR.                                    
646 Rotonda Circle 

For RWA members/renters and their guests 

 

 

JANUARY IS THE MONTH 

FOR ORGANIZING  

AND 

MINIMIZING! 

DON’T MISS                                                      

THIS  RELEVENT                              

AND INTERESTING PRESENTATION! 

Rotonda West AssociaƟon 

SHREDDING HUNGER 
Free Shredding Event & Food Drive 

Saturday, January 31st                                       
9 am-Noon                                                       

Rotonda West Community Center       
Parking lot, 646 Rotonda Circle 

Non-perishable items for local food pantries     
Paper will be shredded on-site.                         
Limit of 3 boxes or bags per car.                    

Please no plasƟc, cardboard or metal           
(other than staples and paper clips)   

Welcome RWA property owners & residents 

QuesƟon?  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org. 

Please do not contact RWA AdministraƟon Office            



One of the most important things you can do for yourself is to nurture your mind, body and 
soul.  Start the new year out strong, by aƩending some of our wonderful fitness classes!  
Enjoy the stretches and low impact exercises for balance and strengthening while making 
new friends who live in our beauƟful community, in the meditaƟve seƫng of Broadmoor 
Park. 

CerƟfied instructor Francine Finucan leads Pilates Mat class in the Community Center every 
Monday (except 4th Mondays and holidays) at 10 am.  Every Friday Tai Chi is offered at 10 
am, someƟmes outdoors on the back paƟo if the Community center is closed. 

By popular demand following a November presentaƟon, a new Yin Yoga mat class 
(extended stretches) is being introduced.  These will be held on January 9th and January 
30th at 10 am, and on February 13th and February 27th at 10 am (alternaƟng some weeks 
with Tai Chi).  We hope this can become a weekly class in the future. 

Please join in our Health & Wellness IniƟaƟve.  Men and women of all ages, sizes, shapes, 
and levels are welcome.   Here’s to a healthy 2026! 
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RWA COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

OFFERS FITNESS & WELLNESS FOR THE NEW YEAR! 
ArƟcle and Photos by:  Rita Lopienski 

 

Francine Finucan leads Tai 
Chi classes and Pilates Mat 

classes for Rotonda resi-
dents. 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS ITEMS CONTINUED... 
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Parade Coordinators:  Pam Pierce 
and Janet Mamon 

Parade Judges &                                                                                            
Manager Derrick Hedges 

PARADE WINNERS: 

BEST USE OF THEME:   ROTONDA WEST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

BEST COMMERCIAL BUSINESS:  MICHAEL DOUGLAS PLUMBING 

BEST ORGANIZATION:  YMCA ENGLEWOOD DRUMMING CLASS 

BEST THEME DECORATED GOLF CART:  ROTONDA WEST DECO-
RATING ELVES 

BEST PERFORMANCE: GIRL SCOUTS OF GULF COAST, FL 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 

JUDGES:  MEGHAN HEDGES,  CAROLYN POPE,  & MARY JONES 

PARADE COORDINATORS: PAM PIERCE & JANET MAMON               

JUDGE WRANGLER:  TAMMY BIRDSONG                                         
WENG RADIO BROADCAST:  KERRI BLACK, MARC MCHUGH,  & 
JB BLACK                                                                                                             
PHOTOGRAPHERS:  DAVID PULASKI, NADINE CLOUGH,  

PUBLICITY:  NADINE CLOUGH 

Thank you to all of our wonderful sponsors! 

 

BROADMOOR 

YULETIDE 

FESTIVAL 

Music, clowns, face-painƟng, treats, and 
of course-SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS! 

Thank you to all the parƟcipants and 
volunteers who made this                                        

a very special event! 

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS IN ROTONDA 
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FUN & GAMES                               
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

NO MUSIC BINGO 

IN JANUARY, 2026 

BINGO!  1/18 & 2/15                                                  

3rd Sunday of each month.                                     
Doors open at 12:15 pm.  Play begins at 1 

pm (doors will close)                                                        
Must be 18 to play. 

TRIVIA WITH TIM 

3rd Thursday of each month.                               
January 15th & February 19th  

Doors open at 6 pm.                                                    
Play begins at 6:30 pm.                                              

Play by teams or individuals. 

JOIN US 

1/18 

2/15 

CHECK CALENDAR FOR DATES 
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FUN & GAMES                               
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

TRIVIA WINNERS!                                                                                                      
Article and photo by:  Deb Orchard 

Trivia’s topic in December was “Christmas, 
Winter, Cold”.  The questions and music bo-
nuses each had to do with one of those top-
ics  The winning team was Circle Diamond, 
with members Rita Lopienski, Larry 
Lopienski, Ruthann Kort, Brad Kort, Mary 
Coulett and Ellyn Nadeau.  They each re-
ceived “100 Grand” (the candy bar).  The     
final question:  Appearing in more than 6 
films, who is James Buchanan Barnes also 
known as?  Answer:  The Winter King, part of 
the Marvel Universe and introduced as Cap-
tain America’s teenage sidekick in 1941.  As 
Time Dowd often comments, “See what you 
learned by coming to trivia!” 

Next month BINGO is on the 3rd Sunday, 
Trivia with Tim is on the 3rd Thursday, and 
Music Bingo with Tina & Jim will return on 
the 1st Thursday in February. 

DON’T COOK DINNER 
ON WEDNESDAY,                 

JANUARY 7TH- 

GO TO THE FOOD 
TRUCK HAPPY HOUR 

INSTEAD 

Happy New Year everyone.  See you in 2026  for more fun  games! 



NATURE NEWS 
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WINTER-SPRING 2026 PROGRAM LIST 

PRESENTED BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH NATURE COMMITTEE 

· JANUARY 14, WEDNESDAY 2PM:   Gardening for Wildlife with Sara Weber,  
former Florida Friendly landscaping specialist, CharloƩe County Extension 

· JANUARY 28, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:   Shorebirds with Mary Lundberg,             
ConservaƟon photographer 

· FEBRUARY 7, SATURDAY 9-11 AM:  Celebrate Broadmoor Pollinator Gardens.  
Meet in the BuƩerfly Garden   

· FEBRUARY 25, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:   Day in the Life of a Lands Manager,                
Kaitlin Causey, CharloƩe County Lands Manager 

· MARCH 11, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:  Invasive Plants, Mark Thurmond, reƟred 
USDA botanist 

· MARCH 25, WEDNESDAY 2 PM:  Peace River Wildlife Rescue, Sponsored by 
GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club 

· APRIL 4, SATURDAY 9-11 AM:  Broadmoor Park Nature/Bird Walk, Kaitlin 
Causey, CharloƩe County Lands Manager 

PLEASE NOTE:  All programs take place at the Rotonda West Community Center, 
646 Rotonda Circle.  Saturday programs are outside.  Meet in front of the     
Community Center unless otherwise specified. 

Welcome to Rotonda West residents, renter, and their guests.  Please do not 
contact the RWA AdministraƟve Office.   

QuesƟons ?? Contact Community Outreach CommiƩee:                                                   
communityoutreach@rotondawest.org 



NATURE NEWS 
GARDEN TIP FOR JANUARY 

ArƟcle and Photo by:  Ann Weaver 
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Why not start 2026 with an evergreen shrub that blooms in 
winter and brings fragrance to your garden?  The Panama 
rose (RondeleƟa leucophylla) has pink tubular flowers in 
clusters which appear off and on all year.  It can grow to 10 
feet tall, can be pruned to 3 feet and is 3-6 feet wide.  Enrich 
the soil with compost or peat, and provide consistent mois-
ture to obtain 1-2 feet of annual growth.  Plant in full sun or 
part shade.  It can take the heat. 

SomeƟmes called Bush penta, this shrub is naƟve in Central 
America.  This plant aƩracts bees, buƩerflies and humming-
birds to its sweet nectar.  There is a pleasing fragrance which 
grows stronger in the evening, making the Panama rose a 
perfect accent plant for a paƟo.  Add three to a buƩerfly gar-
den or use to form a hedge.  Good companions are blue 
plumbago (Plumbago auriculata), the golden dew drop 
(Duranta erecta). NaƟve lantana (Lantana involucrate), and 
doƩed horsemint (Monarda punctata).  Hard prune in spring 
to maintain size and remove dead branches.  There is a     
Panama rose in the BuƩerfly Garden at Broadmoor Park.  

Gardening for Wildlife is more important than ever as natural 
habitat vanishes in Florida.  Learn how on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14, 2026 at 2 pm with Sara Weber and the Nature Com-
miƩee at the Community Center.  Plants that provide wildlife 
with shelter and food will be idenƟfied as well as Ɵps on   
creaƟng a habitat for pollinators and buƩerflies.  Win a plant 
to take home! 

Learn about naƟve and exoƟc pollinator plants at the         
Garden CelebraƟon Day on Saturday, February 7, 2026 from 
9 –11 am in Broadmoor Park.  All ages are invited.  There will 
be kids’ acƟviƟes, seeds to take home and refreshments.  
Tour the BuƩerfly Garden and the NaƟve Plant Garden, and 
learn about creaƟng your own. 

Panama rose                         
(RondeleƟa leucophylls) 



NATURE NEWS 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY, 2026 

                                      HAPPY NEW YEAR from the GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club!                                                                                
We are delighted to extend our warm wishes for a joyful & healthy 2026 to all our members & friends. 

Our next General MeeƟng will be on Thursday, January 15th at the RWA Community Center.  It will feature 
our Annual Art CompeƟƟon, showcasing creaƟve entries from club members.  Winners from our club will 
advance to the District CompeƟƟon, and those who succeed at the district level will proceed to the Florida 
State compeƟƟon.  The meeƟng will begin with a social Ɵme at 9:30 am, followed by the business meeƟng 
at 10 am.  For more details about our events and acƟviƟes, please visit our website at:  
www.gfwcrotondawest.org.   You can also connect with us on Facebook under GFWC Rotonda West Wom-
an’s Group.  Everyone is welcome to aƩend our general meeƟng! 



       24 

 

 ROTONDA ELKS 
LODGE #2710 

COMMUNITY NOTICE 

Rotonda Elks Lodge #2710 is excited to announce that in 2026, the lodge                     
will be open-to-the-public at least one weekend every month! 

JOIN US FOR: 
 



CONTINUED... 
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH CONTINUED... 



 

 

 

OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                  
Administrator 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

Karen Harvey,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Deb Orchard, Secretary 

David Kelly, Director 

 Peter Traverso, Director 

Gwen Grace, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Merrill Horswill 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Dale Jensen 
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