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Emailed to 5,105 Rotonda Residents 

 

 

 GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY HELD FOR                                       
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ADDITION                                                    

Photo by:  David Pulaski         ArƟcle by:  Nadine Clough 

L to R:  BOD Director Deb Orchard, BOD Director Sam Besase, Paul Bigness      
from Synergy, BOD Director Peter Traverso, BOD President Andy Van Scyoc, 

BOD Director Karen Harvey, BOD Director David Kelly,                                                    
Manager Derrick Hedges, Assistant Manager AnneƩe Casteel 

The ground was officially broken for the much-needed addiƟon to the                          
AdministraƟon Building at a ceremony on Thursday, November 13th.                
A staffing increase was required to accommodate the needs of the growing 
Rotonda West community.   This addiƟon will help to alleviate the crowded 
working condiƟons that have been problemaƟc for the staff.   

A vote was held in 2024, and passed by a vote of 1300 to 309, to increase the 
staff office space by adding on to the current AdministraƟve building.  This will 
be accomplished with no increase to current HOA fees.  Permits are pending 
and work should begin soon. 



 

    Jerry Eldred                               Gwen Grace                            Deb Orchard                      ScoƩ Schermerhorn 

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES 
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RWA ANNUAL MEETING 

AND ELECTION RESULTS 

The Rotonda West Association Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, December 4th.   

The annual meeting is split, at 5 and 7 pm on Thursday, December 4 and the  
only opportunity for in-person voting is at 5 pm that day.  Election results will 
be announced after the annual meeting resumes at 7 pm on December 4. 

This year, 2025, was the first year that electronic voting was offered in addition to mail-in 
voting, and in-person voting.  Many residents signed up for this online voting opportunity 
through the RWA website page.  Numbers show electronic voting has been successful. 

As of December 1st,  electronic voting is closed.  In addition, mail-in ballots had to be       
received by the RWA’s independent auditor, or at the RWA office by 4 pm on December 1st.  
Therefore, the only opportunity to still cast your ballot is in-person voting at the Annual 
Meeting between 5 and 5:15 pm on December 4th. 

 

RESIDENTS WILL VOTE TO FILL TWO SEATS ON THE BOARD OF                             
DIRECTORS.  THERE ARE FOUR CANDIDATES TO CHOSE FROM. 

ALSO, RESIDENTS WILL VOTE ON WHETHER TO ROLL OVER EXCESS RWA 
HOA FUNDS.   THE INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S EXPLANATION FOR     

ROLLOVER OF FUNDS IS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.  
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BELOW IS THE EXPLANATION FROM THE INDEPENDENT CPA AUDITOR: 











RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 
    Andy Van Scyoc       David Kelly           Sam Besase         Karen Harvey         Peter Traverso    Deb Orchard       Jerry Eldred      

       President            Vice President           Treasurer              Secretary                Director                 Director              Director 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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Mr.



BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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RWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS                                           
ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON                       

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2025 

5-8 PM 
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12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat Class 

12/2:  Tuesday, 6:30 pm :  SINGO/MUSIC BINGO with Tina & Jim 

12/3:  Wednesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at                                       
Rotonda Community Park 

12/4:  Thursday, 5-8 pm:  Board of Directors Annual MeeƟng 

12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26:  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi                                          
(12/5 & 12/26 outdoors) 

12/6 Saturday, 10 am:  Christmas Parade 

12/6 Saturday, 6:30 pm:  Music in the Park with Cary Price &                                
The ToneƩes 

12/7 Sunday, 4-7 pm:  Broadmoor Park YuleƟde FesƟval Indoor/
Outdoor Event 

12/17 Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (TBA) 

12/18 Thursday, 6:30 pm:  TRIVIA NIGHT WITH TIM  

12/21 Sunday, 1 pm:  RWA BINGO (play begins at 1 pm) 

12/24—12/26 , Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday RWA Office &                   
Community Center Closed for Holiday 

12/31 Wednesday, RWA Office & Community Center Closed for                 
Holiday 

DECEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YuleƟde Calendar 
EVENTS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE                  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

             ROTONDA WEST GIVING TREE 

From November 6th-December 7th there will be boxes by   the tree   
in the lobby of the Community Center.  TOYS FOR TOTS for new,       

unwrapped toys and non-perishable food for HELPING HAND FOOD    
PANTRY.  There will also be a lock box and envelopes near the tree 

where you may donate cash, checks or giŌ card to the individual       
organizaƟons; or drop off your donaƟon at the office.  

GAZEBO LIGHTING & BOAT PARADE                                                                                   
Saturday, November 29th at the marina on Rotonda Circle across from The Hills at 4-
6:30 pm.  Decorated boats, food, music, classic cars, kids’ acƟviƟes, lighƟng of the is-

land and of course our special guests from up north. 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

Saturday, December 6th from Fellowship Church, Parade Circle to North Blvd, to    
Rotonda Circle, and on to the Community Center.  Parade starts at 10 am.  Want to 
be in the parade?, GO TO:  rotondawest.org-RWA Happenings and fill out your       
registraƟon form.  Come to the Community Center to join the fun immediately       
following the parade.  It’s a Rocking 50’s-60’s Christmas! 

  YULETIDE FESTIVAL 

Saturday, December 6th at 6:30 pm, Music in the Park Christmas Concert by Cary Price (Fletcher Music) 
and the ToneƩes.  This event will be in the Community Center. 

Sunday, December 7th from 4 pm-6:30 pm, in and around the Community Center, several musical acts, 
snacks, kids’ acƟviƟes, clowns and of course our special guests from up north. 

All Events are open to RWA residents and their guests.                                                                       
QuesƟons?  Email:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org  

Do not contact the office, they do not have addiƟonal informaƟon. 
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JANUARY 
1/1 & 1/2:  RWA Office & Community Center Closed/Holiday 

1/2, 1/16, 1/23:  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi 

1/5, 1/12, 1/19:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat 

1/7:  Wednesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour 

1/9, 1/30:  Friday, 10 am:  Yin Yoga Mat 

1/13:  Tuesday, 2 pm:  Child ExploitaƟon & Human Trafficking by 
Don Woelke, CCSO 

1/14:  Wednesday, 2 pm:  Gardening for Wildlife by Sarah Weber 

1/15:  Thursday, 6:30 pm:  Trivia Night with Tim 

1/18:  Sunday, 1 pm:  RWA Bingo (play begins at 1 pm) 

1/19:  Monday, RWA Office & Community Center Closed/Holiday 

1/20:  Tuesday, 2 pm:  Drowning in Stuff:  An American Epidemic, 
by Ali Tedeschi 

1/21:  Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (Rotonda Elks) 

1/22:  Thursday, 6-8 pm:  CharloƩe County Community MeeƟng, 
“Drainage in Rotonda West” 

1/27:  Tuesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck in Community Center 

1/28:  Wednesday 2 pm:  Shorebirds Program by Photographer 
Mary Lundeberg 

1/31:  Saturday, 9 am-12 pm:  Shredding Hunger (RWA driveway)  
Food DonaƟon & Paper Shredding 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RWA OPEN HOUSE 
Pictures by:  David Pulaski   SubmiƩed by:  Nadine Clough 

Over 100 people visited Rotonda West AssociaƟon’s Open House 
on Thursday, November 6th.   With 35 tables represenƟng service          

organizaƟons, Rotonda clubs, Rotonda West commiƩees,  local non-
profits, and community groups, it was an exciƟng and informaƟve Ɵme 

for residents and exhibitors alike.  

Residents enjoyed wine and cheese and entered a raffle while taking in 
all of what our area has to offer.  Raffle winners were:  Linda Engemann 

from Broadmoor; Tia PoƩs from Long Meadow;                                                       
and Robbin Bull from Pinehurst. 

The event was sponsored by the Community Outreach CommiƩee and 
hosted by Gwen Grace.   
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Gwen Grace, Open House 
host & organizer. 

Raffle Winner:  Linda Engemann from 
Broadmoor 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS ITEMS CONTINUED... 
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FUN & GAMES                               
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 

  

 

TRIVIA 
WITH TIM 
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NATURE NEWS 

ArƟcle & Pictures by:  Merrill Horswill 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATURE NEWS 
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NATURE NEWS 



NATURE NEWS 

Cranberry Hibiscus 

Broadmoor BuƩerfly Garden 
Photo by:  Ann Weaver 

GARDEN TIP FOR DECEMBER 
By:  Ann Weaver 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Karen Harvey, Event Organizer 

Andy VanScyoc 

All who decorated the island and boats 

The Sounds of the Season, with Eric Stefanic 

Blacken Blues BBQ Food Truck 

Classic Cars & Trucks 

Woman’s Club 

David Pulaski, photographer 

Santa Claus                                                                                                      
Community Outreach CommiƩee 

GAZEBO LIGHTING & BOAT PARADE 
A fabulous community event to kick off the holiday celebraƟon 

in Rotonda West was held Saturday, 11/29.  An enthusiasƟc 
crowd showed up to enjoy the lighƟng of the gazebo on the     

recently renovated Gazebo Island, and the  beauƟfully                         
decorated boats in the parade.  Good food, great music,                     
and the arrival of the special guy himself, Santa Claus,                            

all contributed to making this a special evening.                              
(Pictures on next page) 

Don’t miss these upcoming holiday events: 

· Saturday, 12/6 @ 10 am:  The Rotonda Christmas Parade 

· Saturday, 12/6 @ 6:30 pm:  YuleƟde Concert w/ Cary Price and The 
ToneƩes 

· Sunday, 12/7 4-7 pm:  Broadmoor Park YuleƟde FesƟval 
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 THE GAZEBO LIGHTING & BOAT PARADE 

PHOTOS BY:   DAVID PULASKI! 
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HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS 

IN THE                               
ROTONDA WEST 

CHRISTMAS PARADE! 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 6, 2025 AT 10 AM 

 SEE PARADE ROUTE BELOW 

 



MEET OUR PARADE JUDGES 
Submitted by:  Tammy Birdsong 

 
MEGHAN HEDGES 

Meghan is a local teacher who moved from Northern New 
Jersey to Florida over 20 years ago.  She has taught in Florida 
for over 20 years and enjoys her students and learning with 
them.  She has a strong partnership with her husband of 17 
years.   They enjoy outdoor adventures, exploring new plac-
es, spending Ɵme together, and with their dogs.  In her free 
Ɵme, she enjoys reading, nature, and landscaping.  She vol-
unteers when possible and is commiƩed to helping others. 

Carolyn entered the insurance business when few women 
did.  She established Pope Insurance in South Venice in 
1977, later relocaƟng to her hometown of Englewood.  
Throughout her career Carolyn has served on many boards 
of local organizaƟons such as Venice Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Venice YMCA, South Sarasota County United Way, 
and Englewood Historical Society.  She is the founding 
member of Lemon Bay Crew Club, as well as its president 
and a coach. 

CAROLYN POPE 

MARY JONES 

Mary Jones is from ConnecƟcut.  She hosted a radio talk show 
there for many years.  She is currently the host of  WENG’s 
“All About Women”.  Mary has also authored books, but   
humbly says, “I don’t feel the need to menƟon any of that. 
The aƩendees want it short and sweet, I think.” 
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RWA HAS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 

GARAGE SALE! 
120 homes parƟcipated in the RWA 3rd Annual Fall Garage Sale held on                                 

November 7th & 8th.  It was a sunny weekend in the low 80’s, many                                    
unique items were available for sale, and there was great community                                        

spirit with buyers and sellers! 

Put March 13 & 14, 2026 in your calendar for the                                                                             
3rd Annual Spring Community Garage Sale! 

SubmiƩed by:  Rita Lopienski                                                                                                
Community Outreach CommiƩee Member and Garage Sale Coordinator 
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“YIN YOGA”                
Submitted by:  Rita Lopienski  

Dr. Francine Finucan presented “Yin Yoga” on October 29th.   

This is a mat program that concentrates on prolonged stretching to 
strengthen the legs, hips, and spine.  The 23 people in attendance   

expressed interest in having this low impact fitness program offered   
as part of the RWA Health & Wellness Initiative. 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER, 2025 
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Past President 
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY TEA     
FUNDRAISER 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 

CHECK IN - STARTS AT 
NOON 

12:30-3 PM 

$35. PER PERSON 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT! 

DESIGNER 

BAG BINGO 

SUNDAY, MARCH 
1ST, 2026 



CONTINUED... 
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH CONTINUED... 
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OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                  
Administrator 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Merrill Horswill 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Tammy Birdsong 

Dale Jensen 
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