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Emailed to 5,274 Rotonda Residents 

 

 What makes music so universal?  Are the rules of music really so          
different around the world?  Or is there something that music tries       
to say about all of us…  

Come and hear the racing dance rhythms of Argentinian tangos, the   
interweaving lines of a great Baroque sonata nearly lost inn the      
bombing of Dresden, a Russian tone-painting inspired by the nuclear 
mysticism of Salvador Dali, brand new music composed by Edwin Cul-
ver himself (just by remixing the street sounds of modern China), and 
much, much more! 

Who knows, perhaps you’ll discover a part of the world you never 
knew existed, or maybe even something about YOURSELF that’s been 
awakened by this Classical Guitar Music From Around The World. 

Join us at the RWA Community Center on October 13th, at 4:30 pm 
(indoors) for this enlightening event! 

Link to Edwin’s full bio:  www.edwinculver.com/bio 

A MUSIC IN THE PARK EVENT 

CLASSICAL GUITAR MUSIC FROM                                       
AROUND THE WORLD                                  
WITH EDWIN CULVER                                  

By:  Rita Lopienski 



 

SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS FOR                                
RWA CANDIDATES NIGHT BY                                            

OCTOBER 10, 2025 
Submitted by:  Dale Jensen, Election Committee Chair 

This year, Candidates Night will be held on Thursday, October 16th from 7 pm to 9 pm.  This 
event provides you with an in-person opportunity to hear each candidate’s thoughts, pro-
posals, plans and goals for the future of the Rotonda West AssociaƟon.  During this event, 
you will also have the opportunity to quesƟon the candidates. 

If you have a quesƟon you would like to ask a candidate, you have three opƟons available to 
you.   

1. You can send your wriƩen quesƟon to the ElecƟon CommiƩee at:                                                           
elecƟoncommiƩee@rotondawest.org.  

2. You can drop it off at the RWA Office 

3. You can aƩend the event and ask your quesƟon in person 

If you choose to submit a wriƩen quesƟon, please provide your name and address.  If you 
want your quesƟon directed to a specific candidate, please include that candidate’s name 
with the quesƟon.  We only need your name and address to verify ownership and that infor-
maƟon will be kept confidenƟal.                                                                                                                       
WRITTEN QUESTIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY OCTOBER 10, 2025. 

If you would like to know more about the candidates, their Candidate InformaƟon Sheets 
are located on the following pages in this newsleƩer.  They are also available on the RWA 
website under the RWA ElecƟons heading on the main menu (RWA ElecƟons-Rotonda West), 
or you can obtain a copy from the RWA office.  You will also be receiving a copy in the Annu-
al MeeƟng noƟce that will be mailed, or if you have chosen to vote electronically, e-mailed 
to you. 

Thank you. 
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RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 
    Andy VanScyoc       David Kelly           Sam Besase         Karen Harvey         Peter Traverso    Deb Orchard       Jerry Eldred      

       President            Vice President           Treasurer              Secretary                Director                Director            Director 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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   10/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

10/1  Wednesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at Rotonda             
Community Park 

10/2 & 10/9 Thursday, 10 am– 1:30 pm:  Christmas Indoor CraŌing 

10/2  Thursday, 6:30 pm:  MUSIC BINGO 

10/3, 10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31 Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi (*10/24 at 9 am) 

10/6, 10/13, 10/29 Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat Class 

10/13 Monday, 4:30-6 pm:  Music in the Park:  Classical Guitar from 
Around the World with Edwin Culver (indoors) 

10/15  Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (TBA) 

10/15  Wednesday, 6:30 pm:  Trivia Night w/ Tim CANCELED.  Moving to 
3rd Thursday starƟng in November. 

10/16  Thursday, 7– 8:30 pm:  Candidate’s Night 

10/19  Sunday, 1 pm:  RWA BINGO  (doors open at 12:15 pm) 

10/22  Wednesday, 2 pm:  All About Alligators w/Robert Pasquali,                     
CharloƩe County Lands Manager 

10/23  Thursday, 12– 3:30 pm:  Christmas CraŌing (indoors) 

10/28  Tuesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck in Community Center 

10/29  Wednesday, 2 pm:  Yin Yoga PresentaƟon by Francine Finucan 
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   10/28 

 

NOVEMBER 
11/3, 11/10, 11/17:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat Class 

11/4, 11/12, 11/13, 11/17, 11/19, 11/20, (11/21 Admin Office):  Christmas Indoor 
DecoraƟng ( See RWA Calendar for Ɵmes) 

11/4  Tuesday,  6:30 pm:  MUSIC BINGO with Tina & Jim 

11/5  Wednesday, 4– 5:30 pm:  Music in the Park w/ Lemon Bay H.S. Jazz Band 
(indoors) 

11/5  Wednesday, 5-8 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at Rotonda Community Park 

11/6  Thursday, 6-8 pm:  RWA Open House  

11/7 & 11/8 Friday & Saturday, 9 am– 5pm:  Community Wide Garage Sale                               
(**11/9 Rain Date**) 

11/7, 11/14, 11/21, 11/28  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi  ( 11/7 & 11/28 outdoors) 

11/8  Saturday, 9 am– 1:30 pm:  GFWC Holiday Bazaar 

11/11  Community Center CLOSED for the Holiday 

11/12  Wednesday, 2 pm:  How to Florida, w/David Smith, CharloƩe County       
Lands Manager 

11/15  Saturday, 9 am: Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Broadmoor Park 

11/16  Sunday, 12:15 pm-4 pm:  RWA BINGO (Starts promptly at 1 pm) 

11/19  Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (TBA) 

11/20  Thursday, 6:30-8:30 pm:  Trivia Night w/ Tim (Doors Open at 6 pm) 

 11/25  Tuesday, 5-8 pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck Dinner 

11/27 & 11/28, RWA OFFICE & COMMUNITY CENTER CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY 

11/29  Saturday, 9-11 AM:  Nature Walk at Broadmoor Park w/ Dr. Bill Dunson 

11/29  Saturday, 4-7 pm:  Gazebo Christmas LighƟng & Boat Parade 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

It has been a few years since Dr. Frank Levin gave a lecture at Rotonda Community Center, 
but the 92 year-old former Brown University physics professor has been busy.  He has  re-
cently released a new book, The Impossible Behavior of Light .  It is based on his 90-minute 
lectures delivered at the RW Community Center.  He states that it is short, with many dia-
grams and tables, and that it was published by Amazon. 

Dr. Levin’s lectures series included:  Symmetry in Nature-Art and the Laws of Nature; At-
oms are Real, Aren’t They?;  The Most Important Minus Sign in the Universe; Global Warm-
ing– Truth & Consequences; and The Impossible Behavior of Light.   The lectures reflected 
Dr. Levin’s love of the science of physics and the importance of life-long learning.   For 
those people who faithfully aƩended his lectures, our minds were indeed stretched by his 
analyƟcal scienƟfic explanaƟons on the topics covered. 

His resume is impressive.  He has worked on several postdoctoral scienƟfic research pro-
jects, has been a visiƟng professor all over the world,  has chaired  various scienƟfic 
groups, and has wriƩen three popular science books.    Now,  The Impossible Behavior of 
Light,  is added to the list. 

ROTONDA LECTURER & AUTHOR,                                               
DR. FRANK LEVIN RELEASES NEW BOOK                                                                    

BY:  NADINE CLOUGH 

Above:  The book jacket from Dr. Levin’s latest book. 
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STATUE OF LIBERTY 

  COMES TO ROTONDA WEST  

By. Sam Besase 
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     15 



 

DIET IS A POWERFUL ANTI-AGING TOOL 
A Health & Wellness PresentaƟon 

ArƟcle and Photo by:  Connie Smith 

 

                       ConƟnued... 
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DieƟcian, nutriƟonist and health 
coach Diane Casey discusses 
with Rotonda residents, the 
benefits of beans and lenƟls                                   

and eaƟng for longevity. 
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FUN & GAMES 
 

On  the rainy evening of September 17th, 30 
residents joined in a fun night of Circus Trivia 
with Time.  Four large tables competed and it 
was an ever-so-close game!   In the end, a 
new combined group, “THE GIRLS RULE”  beat 
out the most recent defenders of the Ɵtle. Pic-
tured below.   

There is a trophy kept on display in the Com-
munity Center  showing the monthly winning 
team.   

**BEGINNING IN OCTOBER 2025, TRIVIA WITH 
TIM WILL MOVE TO THE 3RD THURSDAY EACH 
MONTH .   GAMES BEGINS SHARPLY AT 6:30 
PM, SO GET THERE A LITTLE EARLY TO GET 
YOUR TEAM  SIGNED UP AND READY** 

ArƟcle & Picture by:  Rita Lopienski 

  THE GIRLS RULE! 
SEPTEMBER TRIVIA WINNERS! 

 

COMING SOON! 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025  

Theme:   Rocking Around the Christmas Tree Parade 

A 50’s & 60’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Celebration 

CHECK OUT THE RWA WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 

This year golf carts may be entered! 

Presented by the RWA Community Outreach Committee 



 

MUSIC IN THE PARK                                                      

OPEN MIC NIGHT A SUCCESS! 
PICTURES AND ARTICLE BY:  RITA LOPIENSKI 

September 24th was a 1st time ever “OPEN MIC NIGHT” 

for Rotonda.  Luckily, it was planned for indoors,       

because it was 90 degrees outside.  Nine different acts     

displayed Rotonda West’s talent and spirit! 

Andy Vanscyoc 
sung the NaƟonal 

Anthem 

Emcee Rita 
Lopienski played 

“Ave Maria”  

Rotonda Ukulele Band members, Ron, Ken, Ann, Nadine, Wendy, and Mike,  got the show off to a great start 

Charlie Shelton                      
entertained with                 
non-stop jokes 

 

Sam Besase did a fun 
country song on karaoke 

Anthony Gravano had the 
audience laughing with his 

stand-up comedy 

Michael Meehan, guitarist/
singer did a touching Irish song 

Poet & Author Tammy 
Usher shared her poetry 

Soundman, Wayne Barber, 
closed the night with   

Sweet Caroline 
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GARDEN TIP FOR OCTOBER 
Article & Photos by:  Ann Weaver                                            

Master Gardener                                         
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(chapmanii) 

 Cloudless Sulphur                                                
caterpillar 

Cloudless Sulphur buƩerfly 

(internet photo) 

Three Tricky Sennas for your BuƩerfly Garden 



Bahama senna, naƟve host                             
plant for Sulphur buƩerflies.                                         

Note the rounded leaves. 

Senna alata, best host plant                         
for Sulphur buƩerflies with its                   

candlesƟck flowers                                       
and large leaves. 

Privet senna leaves are pointed.  
Blooms in the cooler months.                         

Note the seed pods. 
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RWA FALL 

COMMUNITY 

GARAGE SALE 

Friday 11/7 and 

Saturday 11/8 

9am-5pm 
RAIN DATE: 

SUNDAY 11/9 

 

GET RID OF SOME “STUFF” AND MAKE SOME MONEY! 

The 3rd Annual Fall Community Garage Sale sponsored by the                                                            
RWA and the Community Outreach CommiƩee is coming up soon! 

RWA members and renters are welcome to parƟcipate on both days                                                    
with a third day Sunday, 11/9 as the rain date. 

A GARAGE SALE PARTICIPATION FORM is posted on the RW website, and a hard copy is on the 
informaƟon rack at the RWA office.  Flyers with instrucƟons and contacts will be sent via   

Constant Contact and Facebook. 

DEADLINE FOR SIGN –UP:  OCTOBER 26TH AT MIDNIGHT 
Do not call the RWA Office with quesƟons.   Please contact the Community Outreach          

CommiƩee at:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org or call 630-956-8814  w/quesƟons     
The last Community Garage Sale was a great success! 

SubmiƩed by:  Rita Lopienski, Community CommiƩee Garage Sale Lead 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

OCTOBER 2025 
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE... 



My hope is that by sharing this story, we can save at least one other person from this 
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OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                  
Administrative Assistant 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Merrill Horswill 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Bob Winter 

Dale Jensen 
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