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Emailed to 5,105 Rotonda Residents 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST CHRISTMAS PARADE 
DECEMBER 6, 2025 

THEME:  “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree 
A 50’s & 60’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Christmas” 

By:  Pam Pierce, Parade Co-Chairperson 
                                                                                                                      
Thank you to all who came out to our Parade InformaƟon meeƟng!  
It was a fantasƟc evening filled with ideas and excitement for this 
year’s 50’s & 60’s Rock ‘n’ Roll themed holiday celebraƟon. 
We’re thrilled to share that preparaƟons are moving along for the 
Rotonda West Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 6th. 
Whether you’re a returning favorite or brand-new to the parade 
lineup, we’d love to have you!  Parade Entry Ideas include skate-
boarders, roller skaters, cos-
tumed groups, scooters, golf 
carts, pick-up trucks, classic cars, 
trailers, tractors, and more.  If it 
rolls, strolls, or rocks, it can be 
part of the parade! 



PARADE CONTINUED… 

WE NEED SPONSORS! 

We are acƟvely seeking parade sponsors 
and donors to help cover event costs such 
as awards, signage, banners, and commu-
nity outreach.  Sponsors will be recognized 
in the Parade Program, signs along the pa-
rade route, on the RWA website and Face-
book page, in West Ways NewsleƩer, and 
at the Community Center award ceremony 
with a shout out from WENG Radio during 
the parade. 

DEADLINES: 

Sponsor/Donor Deadline:  November 1, 
2025 

Parade Entry Deadline:  November 18, 
2025 

FORMS:   

Parade Entry RegistraƟon Forms and Do-
nor Forms are available at the Rotonda 
community Center or online at ro-
tondawest.org (under RWA Happenings) 

QUESTIONS OR IDEAS:  Contact Pam 
Pierce, Parade Co-Chair at (616) 540-7557 
or at 

parade@rotondawest.org  

Come see us with quesƟons and ideas at 
the Rotonda West Open House on Novem-
ber 6th. 

LET’S MAKE THIS YEAR’S PARADE THE 
GROOVIEST, JOLLIEST, MOST ROCKIN’               

ONE YET! 
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BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!  CHOOSE YOUR RWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ArƟcle and Candidate Pictures by:  Connie Smith 

    Jerry Eldred                               Gwen Grace                            Deb Orchard                      ScoƩ Schermerhorn 

ELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

L to R:  Dale Jensen, ElecƟon CommiƩee Chair;   
ElecƟon CommiƩee Members:  Tom D’Abrasca & 
RoseAnne Woodliff    ( Photos by Cheryl Lateer) 

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES 
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STARTING THIS YEAR, RESIDENTS MAY VOTE ELECTRONICALLY AND WILL RECEIVE A LINK TO THEIR         
BALLOTS VIA E-MAIL.  Residents who completed E-voƟng consent forms should have received their ballots 
and have unƟl December 1 at 4 pm to complete their forms.  TradiƟonal mail-in ballots also must be       
received by RWA’s independent auditor or at the RWA office by 4 pm on December 1. 

The annual meeƟng is split, at 5 and 7 pm on Thursday, December 4 and the only opportunity for in-
person voƟng is between 5 and 5:15 pm that day.  ElecƟon results will be announced aŌer the annual 
meeƟng resumes at 7 pm of December 4. 

Be a part of the soluƟon (not the problem) and vote for the (two) Rotonda Board of Director candidates of 











RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 
    Andy VanScyoc       David Kelly           Sam Besase         Karen Harvey         Peter Traverso    Deb Orchard       Jerry Eldred      

       President            Vice President           Treasurer              Secretary                Director                Director            Director 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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BOD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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   10/28 

 

NOVEMBER 
11/3, 11/10, 11/17:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat Class 

11/4, 11/12, 11/13, 11/17, 11/19, 11/20, (11/21 Admin Office):  Christmas Indoor 
DecoraƟng ( See RWA Calendar for Ɵmes) 

11/4  Tuesday,  6:30 pm:   SINGO/ MUSIC BINGO with Tina & Jim 

11/5  Wednesday, 4– 5:30 pm:  Music in the Park w/ Lemon Bay H.S. Jazz Band 
(indoors)  CANCELLED 

11/5  Wednesday, 5-8 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at Rotonda Community Park 

11/6  Thursday, 6-8 pm:  RWA Open House  

11/7 & 11/8 Friday & Saturday, 9 am– 5pm:  Community Wide Garage Sale                               
(**11/9 Rain Date**) 

11/7, 11/14, 11/21, 11/28  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi  ( 11/7 & 11/28 outdoors) 

11/8  Saturday, 9 am– 1:30 pm:  GFWC Holiday Bazaar 

11/11  Community Center CLOSED for the Holiday 

11/12  Wednesday, 2 pm:  How to Florida, w/David Smith, CharloƩe County       
Lands Manager 

11/15  Saturday, 9 am: Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Broadmoor Park 

11/16  Sunday, 12:15 pm-4 pm:  RWA BINGO (Starts promptly at 1 pm) 

11/19  Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (Rotonda Elks) 

11/20  Thursday, 6:30-8:30 pm:  Trivia Night w/ Tim (Doors Open at 6 pm) 

 11/25  Tuesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck Dinner 

11/27 & 11/28, RWA OFFICE & COMMUNITY CENTER CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY 

11/29  Saturday, 9-11 AM:  Nature Walk at Broadmoor Park w/ Dr. Bill Dunson 

11/29  Saturday, 4-6:30 pm:  Gazebo Christmas LighƟng & Boat Parade 

 

 

 

 

 



YuleƟde Calendar 
EVENTS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE                  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

             ROTONDA WEST GIVING TREE 

From November 6th-December 7th there will be boxes by   the tree   
in the lobby of the Community Center.  TOYS FOR TOTS for new,       

unwrapped toys and non-perishable food for HELPING HAND FOOD    
PANTRY.  There will also be a lock box and envelopes near the tree 

where you may donate cash, checks or giŌ card to the individual       
organizaƟons; or drop off your donaƟon at the office.  

GAZEBO LIGHTING & BOAT PARADE                                                                                   
Saturday, November 29th at the marina on Rotonda Circle across from The Hills at 4-
6:30 pm.  Decorated boats, food, music, classic cars, kids’ acƟviƟes, lighƟng of the is-

land and of course our special guests from up north. 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

Saturday, December 6th from Fellowship Church, Parade Circle to North Blvd, to    
Rotonda Circle, and on to the Community Center.  Parade starts at 10 am.  Want to 
be in the parade?, GO TO:  rotondawest.org-RWA Happenings and fill out your       
registraƟon form.  Come to the Community Center to join the fun immediately       
following the parade.  It’s a Rocking 50’s-60’s Christmas! 

  YULETIDE FESTIVAL 

Saturday, December 6th at 6:30 pm, Music in the Park Christmas Concert by Cary Price (Fletcher Music) 
and the ToneƩes.  This event will be in the Community Center. 

Sunday, December 7th from 4 pm-6:30 pm, in and around the Community Center, several musical acts, 
snacks, kids’ acƟviƟes, clowns and of course our special guests from up north. 

All Events are open to RWA residents and their guests.                                                                       
QuesƟons?  Email:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org  

Do not contact the office, they do not have addiƟonal informaƟon. 
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JOIN US FOR THE                

ANNUAL GAZEBO LIGHTING    
AND BOAT PARADE 

ALSO 

THE UNVEILING OF THE STATUE 
OF LIBERTY!! 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29TH    
AT DUSK (SUNSET IS AT 5:35 PM) 

Hundreds of residents usually 
aƩend this event! 

Bring your own chairs. 

· Unveiling of the Statue of Liberty 

· Lighted Christmas Boat Parade 

· Christmas Tree LighƟng on the Island 

· Santa Claus & Mrs. Claus for the Kids 

· Cookies & Hot Chocolate 

· Women’s Club assists with Santa & Cookies 

· Englewood Fire Truck on Display 

· Rotonda Golf Courses provide Hot Chocolate 

ACROSS FROM THE HILLS GOLF COURSE ON ROTONDA CIRCLE 

     28 

     14 



       15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22:  Monday, 10 am:  Pilates Mat Class 

12/2:  Tuesday, 6:30 pm :  SINGO/MUSIC BINGO with Tina & Jim 

12/3:  Wednesday, 5 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at                                       
Rotonda Community Park 

12/4:  Thursday, 6-8 pm:  Board of Directors Annual MeeƟng 

12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26:  Friday, 10 am:  Tai Chi                                          
(12/5 & 12/26 outdoors) 

12/6 Saturday, 10 am:  Christmas Parade 

12/6 Saturday, 6:30 pm:  Music in the Park with Cary Price &                                
The ToneƩes 

12/7 Sunday, 4-7 pm:  Broadmoor Park YuleƟde FesƟval Indoor/
Outdoor Event 

12/17 Wednesday, 11:30 am:  Mix & Mingle Lunch (TBA) 

12/18 Thursday, 6:30 pm:  TRIVIA NIGHT WITH TIM  

12/21 Sunday, 1 pm:  RWA BINGO (play begins at 1 pm) 

12/24—12/26 , Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday RWA Office &                   
Community Center Closed for Holiday 

12/31 Wednesday, RWA Office & Community Center Closed for                 
Holiday 

DECEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 
OCTOBER PRESENTATIONS AT THE RWA COMMUNITY CENTER 

On Monday, October 13th, forty people enjoyed a presen-
taƟon of Classical Music From Around the World by Edwin 
Culver. 

Music from Australia to ArgenƟna and Brazil was per-
formed.  Some were classics, some contemporary, as well 
as a newly completed original piece by Edwin, and we 
were his 1st audience for that one! 

We hope to have this talented Sarasota arƟst back next 
year for a different program. 

Story and Photo by:  Rita Lopienski Musical ArƟst, Edwin Culver 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH NATURE COMMITTEE PRESENTATION 

On October 22nd, CharloƩe County Lands Management specialist Robert Pasquali brought 
alligator facts to a Rotonda crowd of 64, with 15 more aƩending on Zoom.  Our apex      
predator has a history of some 83.5 million years.  Today, alligators can be found in parts of 
Texas and Oklahoma, east to North Carolina.  In Florida, any fresh water lake, pond, or 
creek can house an alligator, and even brackish water is someƟmes 
appealing to them. 

Residents were encouraged to appreciate these repƟles from a safe 
distance, keep dogs leashed, and to always assume if there is water, 
alligators are present.  It is illegal to feed, annoy or harass an alligator.                                                                                                                                                      
Wildlife violaƟons can be reported on:  myFWC.com/Wildlife Alert    
or call 888-404-3922.  CharloƩe County holds a special permit allow-
ing certain trained staff to capture and release alligators.  To report a 
situaƟon that may necessitate relocaƟng an alligator, contact Jason 
Thompson, senior land management specialist at 941-613-3221 or                                                                
Jason.Thompson@CharloƩeCountyFL.gov. 

Story and Photo by:  Ann Weaver 

Presenter Robert 
Pasquali (on leŌ) 
offers brochures to 
aƩendees 
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 COMMUNITY OUTREACH MUSIC IN THE PARK PRESENTATION 
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FUN & GAMES 

 

 JOIN US FOR BINGO ON NOVEMBER 16TH 
64 PEOPLE ENJOYED PLAYING BINGO IN THE  COMMUNITY CENTER ON OCTOBER 19TH 

MIX & MINGLE        
POTLUCK DINNER      

PROVIDE A SPECIAL 
TIME AND PLACE TO 

GATHER WITH FRIENDS 
& NEIGHBORS! 

NOTE:                                                      
THERE WILL BE NO POTLUCK      

DINNER IN DECEMBER 
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FUN & GAMES 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 

  

 

TRIVIA 
WITH TIM 



 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Article and pictures By:  Rita Lopienski 

Fitness classes remain a 
strong component of the 

Community Outreach         
Committee Health & wellness 

initiative.  Monday Mat         
Pilates and Friday standing   

Tai Chi classes led by            
instructor Francine Finucan 

enhance core balance, 
strength, flexibility             

and more ! 

Men and women of all ages                      
are welcome 
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NATURE NEWS 



 

NATURE NEWS 
DRAGONFLIES- 

 FAST-FLYING 

PREDATORY 

INSECTS 
Bob Winter 

AquaƟcs Sub-CommiƩee 

DRAGONFLIES 
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 Moving to Florida from nearly every other state means learning 
about an enƟre group of new plants for your yard.  My Master       

Gardener training in Colorado was preƩy useless here. 

What do I wish I had learned earlier ? 

GARDEN TIP FOR NOVEMBER 
ArƟcle and picture by:  Ann Weaver 
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A JATROPHA ! 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH                     
RAINDATE-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH 

9 AM-5 PM 

HARD COPY ADDRESS LIST AVAILABLE DURING DAYS OF SALE AT THE REALTOR BOX NEAR 
BROADMOOR PARK ENTRNCE, 646 ROTONDA CIRCLE 

HARD COPY ADDRESS LIST ALSO AVAILABLE IN OFFICE RACK (WHEN OFFICE IS OPEN) 

90+ HOMES 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

NOVEMBER 2025 

 

 

 

GFWC MEMBERS KATHRYN GALLAGHER 
AND LINDA FIORINI AT THE BIG RED BUS 

BLOOD DRIVE. 

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE                                    
WHO DONATED 
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Past President 
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OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                  
Administrator 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Merrill Horswill 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Bob Winter 

Dale Jensen 
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