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Emailed to 5,274 Rotonda Residents 

 

 

 RWA ELECTION NEWS 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 
SubmiƩed by the ElecƟon CommiƩee 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 from 7-9 pm 

 

As you review each candidate’s informaƟon, don’t forget to mark your calendar for 
Candidates Night on Thursday, October 16, 2025, from 7 pm to 9 pm at the Community 
Center.  This is an opportunity for you to see and hear the candidates in person as they 
discuss their ideas and plans to enhance our community.  You will also have an oppor-
tunity to submit quesƟons online for one or all of the candidates.  More informaƟon   
on Candidates Night and the quesƟon submission process will be provided in late     
September.   

On August 14, 2025, the RWA Board of Directors cerƟfied four candidates for the two 
open seats on the RWA Board.  The candidates are: 

· Jerry Eldred 

· Gwen Grace 

· Deb Orchard 

· ScoƩ Schermerhorn 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
ELECTRONIC VOTING                                                                                                                              
As a reminder, this year the RWA is pleased to announce that its members will be able 
to vote for their selected candidates via electronic ballot.  For those of you who wish 
to vote electronically and haven’t consented to do so yet, please visit the RWA website 

If you would like to learn more about the 
candidates, you can review their Candi-
date InformaƟon Sheets on the following 
pages. 

CANDIDATES NIGHT 
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RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ROTONDA WEST  ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

 

    Andy VanScyoc       David Kelly           Sam Besase         Karen Harvey         Peter Traverso    Deb Orchard       Jerry Eldred      

       President            Vice President           Treasurer              Secretary                Director                 Director            Director 
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BOD MEETING CONTINUED... 



BOD MEETING CONTINUED... 
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   10/28 



On August 6, 2025 Rotonda residents brought their ques-
Ɵons and concerns to the Community Center to meet with 
Mr. John Elias, Director of Public Works and his panel.   With about 110 in aƩendance and 65 
on zoom, the residents were hoping to get saƟsfacƟon from the CharloƩe  County director, 
who ran the meeƟng, regarding their dissaƟsfacƟon with the   Rotonda paving which had 
been begun in Pine Valley secƟon of Rotonda.   

AŌer introducing himself and his panel, Mr. Elias explained that the purpose of the meeƟng 
was to  allay concerns and address each speaker’s quesƟon.  He went on to state that Char-
loƩe County is the 8th largest road system in Florida with 2100 miles of paved roads which 
are repaved every 20 years.   The format of the meeƟng would be to open up the mic to resi-
dents and allow 5 minutes per speaker.   Every concern would be wriƩen down along with 
speaker’s name and address.  AŌer everyone spoke who wanted to, the panel would re-
spond to each concern.                                              

Over 50 residents took their turn at the podium and spoke during their 5 minute alloƩed 
Ɵme.   Most all of the speakers were able to clearly state their concerns in under 2 minutes, 
but it sƟll took over an hour to hear everyone.   It was evident that residents had formulated 
their thoughts before speaking, raising solid issues and even in some cases providing photo-
graphs.  The audience was polite throughout, supporƟng the speakers with applause. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
The leading problems raised were: 

· Paver Driveways (12) 

· Milling OpƟon     (10) 

· CommunicaƟon   ( 9) 

· Punch List Repairs (6) 

In response to the residents, John Elias was concise, validating the questions and concerns 
that were raised and even taking responsibility for the lack of adequate communication with 
residents.  Due to the fact that the raised concerns often mirrored others concerns, Mr. Elias 
tackled the issues by grouping them.   

ROTONDA RESIDENTS VOICE CONCERNS                                                   
OVER PAVING ISSUES  

ArƟcle and Photo by:  Nadine Clough 

· Cost to Homeowners (5) 

· Drainage Issues  (4) 

· Shoddy Work   (4) 
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L to R:  James Layport (Project Supervisor)         
and John Elias (Director of Public Works) 



RESPONSES TO THE TOP THREE CONCERNS:  

PAVER DRIVEWAYS:  

· Right of Way-  The county has a legal right to use a specific piece of land, such as a drive-
way, for a construcƟon project 

· It is an accepted cost-risk by homeowner to have a paver driveway 

· Most people do not have pavers in Rotonda West, so charging more for beƩer asphalt 
applicaƟon on said pavers would cost more for everyone 

MILLING: 

Milling is the process of grinding off the top layer of exisƟng asphalt pavement, typically in 
preparaƟon for resurfacing or other road repairs.  Milling is only done in CharloƩe County 
under these circumstances: 

· For an approach to a bridge 

· When working with curbing or guƩers 

· If there is a structural issue with the road 

COMMUNICATION: 

· Mr. Elias took responsibility for poor communicaƟon.  He assured residents that             
improvements will be made. 

· Encouraged residents to call with quesƟons or concerns: 

     John Elias, Director of Public Works 941-575-3600 or  941-628-2662 

     James Layport, Project Supervisor  941-575-3672 

Please Note:  This meeƟng was recorded and is posted on the RWA Website.     
To watch the enƟre presentaƟon follow these steps: 

             RWA Website at rotondawest.org 

              Locate GOVERNANCE 

              RECORDED ZOOM MEETING 

              ROTONDA WEST PRESENTATIONS (August 6, 2025) 
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ROTONDA  WEST  OPEN             
MIC  NIGHT 

A MUSIC IN THE PARK EVENT 

 

COMING THIS MONTH! 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

6:30 PM 

 ENJOY LOCAL TALENT INDOORS AT THE      

RW COMMUNITY CENTER. 

KARAOKE SINGING, DANCE,                     
COMEDY,  POETRY,  SHORT SKITS,             

AND INSTRUMENT PERFORMANCES! 

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME TO PERFORM! 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO                                                          

REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE, CONTACT: 

communityoutreach@rotondawest.org 

Or call:  630-956-8814 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ANSWER MSBU BOARD MEMBER QUESTIONS 

SubmiƩed by:  Sam Besase 

QUESTIONS IN BLACK, ANSWERS IN RED 

MSBU Advisory Board Member, Sam Besase asked the following wriƩen quesƟons to CharloƩe County 
Commissioners; CharloƩe County Public Works Staff provided the following answers (in RED below)       
related to the Rotonda Boulevard South Bridge #113-as of late August 2025 (35 months aŌer                       
Hurricane Ian): 
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THERE ARE 2 NEW 

4-WAY STOP INTERSECTIONS 

NEAR ROTONDA WEST AS OF 

MONDAY AUGUST 25, 2025. 

OCEANSPRAY & SPINNAKER 

OCEANSPRAY & SUNNYBROOK 

PLEASE BE AWARE AND DRIVE CAREFULLY! 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS BITS 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 

CharloƩe County is 
aware of Halloween 

plans on Mark Twain, 
and they will skip 

that street due to the 
fesƟviƟes. 

UPDATED PAVING SCHEDULE  



 RWA DEED RESTRICTION                                            
VIOLATION PROCESS 

WHAT EVERY ROTONDA RESIDENT SHOULD KNOW 
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Deed RestricƟon Process conƟnued... 

SubmiƩed by the Deed RestricƟon CommiƩee 
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The Black-bellied whistling 
duck is a relaƟve newcomer 

to Florida and the                     
Southeastern United States.  

They moved here from               
Mexico in the late 1990’s and 
early 2000’s, and have found 
Rotonda a great place to live 

and raise a family.   

They are a very colorful duck 
and have adapted well to 

residenƟal life.  The 
“Whistling” in their name          
refers to the sound made 
from their wings when a 

flock is seen flying by. 

                                                                                                                    
WHISTLING DUCK FAMILY SEEN ON THE                                               

BANKS OF THE ROTONDA RIVER                                                                   
Story By:  Bob Winter                                                                           
Canal Sub-CommiƩee 



GARDEN TIP FOR SEPTEMBER 
Article & Photos by:  Ann Weaver                                            

Master Gardener                                         

       

Above:  Blackberry lily showing 
“flaƩened fan” leaf structure 

Right and Below: 

Tiny lily flowers 
and                 

seeds 
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The blackberry lily (Iris domestica) is a plant I found while searching for a consistent bloom 
that would tolerate the heat in my east facing front yard.  A member of the Iris family, with 
a stunning ‘flattened fan’ of leaves, the lily blooms all summer when receiving 4-6 hours of 
daily sunshine.  It grows    4-6’ tall and needs well drained soil.  Like all iris, it spreads by    
horizontal rhizomes.  The small orange flowers with red dots become a green capsule that 
splits open to reveal shiny black seeds that resemble blackberries. 

The flowers, seed pods and seeds are toxic to humans, horses, dogs and cats.  The seeds 
easily germinate, and the lily is drought tolerant once established.  A naƟve of Eastern 
Asia, it provides nectar and pollen for insects, buƩerflies and hummingbirds. 

 A WEED-FREE TREE CIRCLE 

The important purpose of a grass free area around a tree is to prevent mower damage 
to the trunk.  Covered in mulch or low planƟngs, it can be any shape, but eventually 
the surrounding lawn will creep in to take over.  Keep the grass at bay in this way. 



ConƟnued... 

Above:  Weeds removed,                                                  
cardboard in place 

 

Right:  Finished tree circle 
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Dig out the grass around the perimeter, increasing the size of the circle and correcƟng the 
shape (this is not the fun part).  The shape can also be an oval or a square.  Dig sallow shov-

Cover the new outer circle with one layer of cardboard with tape and labels removed.  See 
photo.  Be sure the new circle edge extends beyond the tree canopy or the roots will not get 
water.  Poke some holes in the cardboard to allow water to permeate.  The cardboard will 
kill any returning weeds before it decomposes. 

Spread a 3-5” layer of mulch over the cardboard.  This is the fun part.  Bring it to about 6” 
from the tree trunk.  This circle took 2 cubic feet of mulch.  The photo shows the finished 
job. 

A word about mulch.  I use a mulch called Florimulch made from melaleuca trees which are 
invasive in Florida.  Mulch containing Cypress may be made by harvesƟng live trees, which 
are naƟve here and should not be killed.  Dyed mulch may contain toxins such as arsenic, 
and will fade over Ɵme.  Therefore, natural color is a beƩer choice. 



 

SAVE THE DATE!  RWA NEIGHBORHOOD-WIDE GARAGE SALE 

WHEN?    FRIDAY 11/7/25 FROM 9 AM TO 5 PM 

SATURDAY 11/8/25 FROM 9AM TO 5 PM 

(RAIN DATE, SUNDAY 11/9/25 9AM TO 5 PM) 

WHERE?   ALL OVER ROTONDA WEST 

WHAT?   It’s Ɵme to bargain hunt at the Rotonda West AssociaƟon  3rd Fall Community-wide garage sale! 

There will be a map for the event, including the addresses  of all parƟcipaƟng households. 

QUESTIONS?  Contact RWA Community Outreach at:   communityoutreach@rotondawest.org or call                              
Rita at 630-956-8814. 

APPLICATIONS?  Can be found online at rotondawest.org, or hard copies at the RWA AdministraƟon 
Office.  Do not call the RWA office for information. 

 GUIDELINES:   

1. The maximum sign size is 18 inches by 24 inches. 

2. An applicaƟon must be submiƩed and approved prior to the event. 

3. Only one sign adverƟsing the event shall be placed on the property.  Two signs may be placed off the 
property adverƟsing the event.  LocaƟon of the signs must be provided to the RWA at the Ɵme of ap-
plicaƟon. 

4. The duraƟon of any event may not exceed three (3) days. 

5. Only two (2) events are allowed within any twelve (12) month period. 
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  HERE COMES 

MUSIC BINGO! 
A NEW TWIST ON A FAVORITE GAME 

DON’T MISS IT 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH 

6:30-8 PM 

IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
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SEPTEMBER 2025 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Welcome September.  The club has a busy schedule ahead.  Here’s a couple of items that Rotonda 

West members might be interested in.    

GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club is once again able to offer 

“free” flu shots at the General Meeting.  Present your Medicare or 

personal health insurance card at the September 18th General 

Meeting and receive your 2025 Flu Season Shot, as well as the new 

Covid Shot if desired.   

The Walgreen’s Pharmacist will be available at 

the RWA from 9:00 am to 11:00 am, Thursday, September 18th.  Members, 

husbands and guests are welcome! 

 

The Health & Wellness Community Service Program invites you to the second 

event in their series of Blue Zone Projects!  Join us for Wine Tasting and light 

snacks at The Grape Winery (3796 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte) on Sunday, 

September 14th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  Sample the most popular white, red 

and fruit wines, all made without added sulfites.  Contact Ali at 

alit16@ymail.com for more information and to RSVP.  $20 per person. 

 

Looking ahead: The 2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s will 

once again take place at beautiful Broadmoor Park on     

Saturday, November 15th.   Please put that date on your 

calendar.    

Our next General Meeting is on Thursday, September 18th at RWA Community Center.  The social 

meeting begins at 9:30 am and the business meeting starts promptly at 10:30 am.  Please go to our 

website at www.gfwcrotondawest.org for information about upcoming events and who we are and 

what we do.  You can also find us on Facebook at GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Group.  All are 

invited to our general meeting. 



 

 

OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                   
Administrative Assistant 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

Jeremy Davenport 

  

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Deb Orchard 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Bob Winter 

Dale Jensen 

 

 

 

      30 


