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E-NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED MONTHLY  BY THE ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION                                                

CHANGES COMING TO ROTONDA COMMUNITY PARK                                     
CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS 

By:  Sam Besase 

                                                                                                                         
The CharloƩe County Community Services hosted a public 
meeƟng at Rotonda Community Park on June 5th, 2025 to 
listen to residents and get feedback on the masterplan for 
ameniƟes at the 100 Rotonda Blvd E. park.  Members of 
the community learned about the master plan process and 
provided input. 

The Rotonda Community Park is located on the east side of the RWA at Parade 
Circle and Rotonda Boulevard East.  This park is 2.3 miles from the RWA offices.  
This is a CharloƩe County owned park.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS NOT BROAD-
MOOR PARK! 

The meeƟng was well aƩended with over 60 people from Rotonda, Englewood, 
Englewood East, and South Gulf Cove.  There were TENNIS advocates, there 
were PICKLE BALL advocates, and there were child PLAYGROUND advocates.  
The tennis advocates and the pickle ball advocates were happy with the plans. 

                                                                                                           ConƟnued... 
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PARK CHANGES CONTINUED… 

The main changes to ROTONDA COMMUNITY PARK are the ADDITION OF 4 PICKLE BALL COURTS next to 
the exisƟng TENNIS COURTS.  The children’s playground shall also be enhanced, including a secƟon for 2-5 
year-olds.  Note that the CANOPY over the playground is a HURRICANE-FEMA issue and the canopy is 
scheduled to be replaced in the next few months.  This canopy replacement issue is also true for mulƟple 
CharloƩe County parks.  Also, a short walkway extension is planned as well as 2 smaller shelters for the 
use of smaller groups.  The writer put in a request for 2 covered Bocce Ball Courts for inclusion into the  
Rotonda Park plans.  

These proposed changes are subject to CharloƩe County Commissioners approval (probably park by park 
and probably Fall 2025) and funding.  The proposed Ɵmeline for compleƟon, once approved by the Com-
missioners is 2 years.  Funding is several million dollars. 

The nearby G.C. Herring CharloƩe County Park (near the American Legion) on the west side of the RWA is 
also undergoing extensive renovaƟons.  This park is 4.3 miles from the RWA offices.  We are fortunate that 
there are mulƟple county parks nearby, notably:  Tringali Park & Gymnasium on 776 North Access Rd. (3.1 
miles from the RWA offices), Ann & Chuck Dever Sports Park including swimming pool and gymnasium (3.8 
miles from RWA offices).  That’s 4 CharloƩe County parks within 4.3 miles of the RWA offices. 

The CharloƩe County Parks personnel noted that Rotonda Park is NOT a dog 
friendly park.  The irony is that there were several people with their dogs in 
spite of the signage.  Also noted, is that this park is NOT for E bikes or motor 
scooters or golf carts.  The irony again is that there were several people there 
with E bikes and golf carts.  SIGNS SIGNS-EVERYWHERE A SIGN! 

                                                                                                                             
BELOW IS A ZOOMED-IN PICTURE OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES 

 

 

  



ROTONDA COMMUNITY PARK 
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Thursday, May 8, 2025— 2:00 PM 



 

        

CONTINUED... 
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                Respecƞully submiƩed,                                                                                                                                                                                 
Denise Huffman Minutes Clerk  

COMPLETE Meeting Minutes can be found on the Rotonda West Association Website.                                               
1. LOG IN TO WEBSITE 

2. 2. GO TO:   “Governance”  

3. 3. CLICK ON:  Meeting Minutes 

4. 4. SCROLL DOWN TO:  Board of Directors 

5. 5. CHOOSE THE DATE OF MEETING:  Example BOD Minutes 5-8-25 
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CONTINUED... 



2025 RWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS                              
ELECTION 2025 
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Dear RWA Members, 

 

Have you ever thought to yourself, “I wish I could change the way the Board does this”, or “I 
wish the Board would do that”?  Well, here is your chance to convert those wishes into real-
ity.  This year there are two RWA Board seats open for elecƟon.  It’s an easy process to qual-
ify as a candidate and, who knows, in December you could join the Board of Directors and 
work to convert your ideas into reality. 

Want to learn more?  The 2025 Board of Directors Candidate Packet is available at:            
Rotonda West Candidates Packet 2025 pdf.  This packet fully explains the elecƟon process, 
and shares important dates for the candidates.    

The ElecƟon CommiƩee will be holding an in-person Candidate’s Workshop at the Commu-
nity Center on July 18, 2025, at 1:30 pm to discuss the elecƟon process and to answer any 
quesƟons you may have.  Have a quesƟon and don’t want to wait unƟl the 18th?  The Elec-
Ɵon CommiƩee is always available via email at elecƟoncommiƩee@rotondawest.org  to  
answer your quesƟons and provide any other support you might need. 

The RWA’s conƟnued success is dependent on those commiƩed members of the communi-
ty who are willing to volunteer their Ɵme and skill for the beƩerment of the community.       

If you have the Ɵme and are interested in contribuƟng to the community, please consider 
running for a Board seat. 

Thank you for your consideraƟon, 

The RWA ElecƟon CommiƩee 



ATTENTION 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES                                                    

FOR BOARD OF DIRECTOR SEATS 2025 
ELECTRONIC VOTING OFFERS NEW CAMPAIGN OPTIONS                                                          

FOR BOARD CANDIDATES 

In the past, the only opƟons available to candidates for an RWA 
Board seat was a one-page black and white resume-like document 
with a small passport-sized photo.  That document was included in 
the annual meeƟng noƟce and was available on the RWA website.  
Now that e-voƟng is available, the RWA is able to offer some im‐
proved campaign communicaƟons opƟons for Board candidates. 

With e-voƟng, candidates can now create mulƟ-page colorful cam‐
paign resumes and include full length higher resoluƟon photos of up 
to 5 Mb each.  Candidates can also create a campaign video which 
voters can view by selecƟng a link from the candidate informaƟon 
secƟon of the e-ballot.   

Candidates can use their own equipment to create their video or 
they can work with the RWA staff to create their video using RWA 
equipment.  Candidates can host their video on a website of their 
choice (YouTube or Vimeo) or they can have the RWA host the video 
on the RWA website. 

RWA ELECTION COMMITTEE 
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RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
* EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 

 

 

 

 

7/2  Wednesday, 5pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour                                                              

at Rotonda Community Park                                                                                                                                             

7/4  Friday, INDEPENDENCE DAY:  Office & Community Center Closed                                                             

7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25 Friday, 10am:  Tai Chi (7/4 & 7/25 on patio)                          

7/7, 7/14, 7/21, Monday, 10am:  Pilates Mat                                                               

7/9  Wednesday, 2pm:  Hurricane Preparedness Presentation                                               

7/10 Thursday, 9am-12:30pm:  Christmas Indoor Decorating Kick-off                                                               

7/16 Wednesday, 6:30pm:  Trivia Night with Tim                                                                        

7/17, 7/24 Thursday, 12 noon-3:30 pm: Christmas Indoor Decorating Session 

     10 

8/1, 8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29, Friday, 10am:  Tai Chi 

8/4, 8/11, 8/18,  Monday, 10am:  Pilates Mat 

8/6 Wednesday, 5pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour                                                                    
at Rotonda Community Park 

8/7, 8/14, 8/28 Thursday, Christmas Indoor Decorating Session: Please note 
different times ( 8/7 at 11:30am-3:30pm) (8/14 at 10am-1:30pm)                                  
(8/28 at 12-3:30pm) 

8/20 Wednesday, 6:30pm:  Trivia Night with Tim 

AUGUST 

 

 

JULY 
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ConƟnued... 
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY NEWS ITEMS                                
JULY 2025                                                                    

By:  Sam Besase 
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CharloƩe County News conƟnued... 

 

 



CharloƩe County News conƟnued... 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY PAVING CREW AT WORK 

       16 



GARDEN TIP FOR JULY 
Article by:  Ann Weaver                                            

Master Gardener                                         
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ADD A POLLINATOR PLANT TO YOUR LANDSCAPE 

 

Photo by Ann Weaver 



 

HAPPY GARDENING! 

ConƟnued... 

Internet photo 
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hƩps://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 00AHFQVFltvKEiG 

TO:  ROTONDA WEST, FL 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA REQUESTS 

ROTONDA RESIDENTS PARTICIPATION IN SURVEY 

SCAN CODE                           

(EASIEST) 

WE HOPE THAT 

YOU 

PARTICIPATE 

IN THE 

SURVEY. 

 

THANK YOU! 
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WHAT’S GOING ON?                                
Check out “At A Glance” to Find Out 

By:  Nadine Clough 

Hopefully, you appreciate that there are less event flyers filling up your email.  However, it is important 
that residents are kept informed on the wonderful events and presentaƟons that are happening.  We are 
currently working hard to both keep residents informed and to lessen the flyer overload. 

“At A Glance” is a compact look at RWA happenings and is currently being emailed to residents twice a 
month through Constant Contact.  Along with West Ways, Facebook, and TV Screen alerts in the Commu-
nity Center, we hope that residents are being informed on events that are taking place. 

Take the Ɵme to check out the RWA website page and get familiar with it.  The website provides           
increasingly important access to the Rotonda West AssociaƟon government, news, events, and packets.  

1.  Go to the Rotonda West website:                                    
rotondawest.org                                                                                        
Click on menu lines in upper right corner  

2.  NEW!!                                                          
NOW YOU DON’T HAVE TO LOG IN. 

3. Scroll down to RWA Happenings                  
Click On the down arrow (on the right) 

4.  Choose from opƟons 

 including: 

· Calendar of Events 

· Club MeeƟng Schedule 

· CommiƩee MeeƟng Schedule 

· Events At A Glance (flyers) 

STEPS ARE NOW EVEN EASIER TO ACCESS EVENT SCHEDULES AND 
INFORMATION ON THE RWA WEBSITE. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RWA EVENTS AT A GLANCE (7/1-7/15)                            
* EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

·   THESE EVENTS ARE OPEN TO RWA PROPERTY OWNERS, RENTERS, AND THEIR GUESTS 

·    PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE RWA OFFICE WITH QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS REGARDING 
THESE EVENTS.  THE OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE INFORMATION ON EVENTS. 

·    FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org       

THANK YOU                                                              

MONDAY                                
7/7, 7/14                                        

10 AM 

PILATES MAT 

 

   WEDNESDAY                               
7/9                                                  

2 PM                              

HURRICANE                   
PREPAREDNESS                 
PRESENTATION 

Charlotte County                
Emergency Team 

AND                                    
Community        
Emergency              
Response Team (CERT) 

THURSDAY                    
7/10                                      

9 AM-3PM                     

BIG RED BUS            

BLOOD DRIVE                                       
AT Rotonda Marina                                             

   WEDNESDAY                           
7/2                                                  

5 PM 

MIX & MINGLE            
HAPPY HOUR                     
AT  ROTONDA                  

COMMUNITY PARK 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY                                        
7/3 at noon, & 7/4 

INDEPENDENCE DAY                             
RWA OFFICE &  
COMMUNITY 

CENTER CLOSED 

 

FRIDAY                                          
*7/4, 7/11                                      

10 AM                             

TAI CHI                                     
*7/4 Outside on     

Community Center 
PaƟo 

 
 THURSDAY                                  

7/10                                
9AM-12:30 PM 

RW CHRISTMAS 2025        
INDOOR DECORATING                                         

KICK-OFF           

ALL VOLUNTEERS                
WITH ALL LEVELS OF             

DECORATING EXPERIENCE 

ARE WELCOME! 

        



 

RESIDENTS CAN ALSO FIND EVENT FLYERS   
ON THE OFFICIAL                                                      

RWA FACEBOOK EVENT PAGE 
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TRIVIA 
 

Although the June 21st Trivia 
Night with Tim had only                 

4 teams compeƟng,  the evening 
was a lot of fun!  The theme was 

“Cars”.  A Ɵe-breaker was       
needed between teams     

SmarƟe Pants and the ulƟmate 
winning team, We Drink and We 

Know Things.                                                    

COMING in July, a trophy for the 
reigning 2025 winners will be 

placed in the Community Center        
entrance display case. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Speakeasy Alley Band 
performed at the Music 

in the Park event on 
June 16th. 

The heat was a deterrent, 
and the show ended early 

due to a sudden heavy 
thunderstorm nearing.  
Although the show was 

shortened, the music was 
great!  Everyone got home 
just in the nick of time! 

 

Winners:                                                        
We Drink and We Know Things 

The Speakeasy Alley Band 
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CONSIDER FUNCTIONAL EXERCISE                                                                
TO BETTER PERFORM DAILY TASKS! 

ArƟcle and Photo by:  Connie Smith 

Fitness and NutriƟon Coach April Sutphen 
instructs Rotonda residents on the finer 
points of a squat during a FuncƟonal Ex-
ercise session, June 25, presented by the 

Rotonda West Community Outreach 
CommiƩee. 
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GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 

 

                                                                                                                    
Led by Environment Community Service Program committee member 
Glenda Sammet the woman's club members signed up to plant 1000 
slash pine seedlings over three days at Lemon Creek Wildflower Pre-
serve. On the first day out, members planted 475 trees with enthusiasm! 
Only 525 left to go. 

 
 
A group of members visited Fandango Animal Sanctuary for 
homeless and special needs farm animals. 
 
Our next General Meeting is on Thursday, September 18th at RWA 
community center.     The social time begins at 9:30 am and the 
business meeting starts promptly at 10:30 am.  Please go to our 

website at www.gfwcrotondawest.org for information about upcoming events and who we are and 
what we do.  You can also find us on Facebook at GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Group.  All are 
invited to our general meeting.   

GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club is sponsoring 
a OneBlood Drive, set for 9 am to 3 pm on Thursday, Ju-
ly 10th.  The Big Red Bus will be at the Rotonda Marina 
Parking Lot across from the Rotonda Golf & Country 
Club, 100 Rotonda Circle, Rotonda 
West.  Summertime OneBlood Drives are critical due to 
travel and sport related accidents.  First time donors are 
very appreciated. 
 
Same Day, Time and Place – Rotonda Marina - for 
the Kids’ Needs Back to School Bash, the woman’s club 
will also be collecting donations of New Sneakers and 
Socks, Boy’s Sneakers elementary sizes 8-13 (2-7); mid-
dle/high school sizes 7.5-12; and Girl’s Sneakers ele-
mentary sizes 8-10; middle/high school sizes 9-11. 
 
All OneBlood donors will receive a $20 eGift Card, a Top 
Handle Thermal Beverage Bottle,  
Chick-fil-A coupon and a wellness check-
up.  Appointments for OneBlood donation are encour-
aged. ID’s are required. Visit oneblood.org/donate-
now and use sponsor code 39275, or contact Kathryn at 
610-952-1333.  

                                                                                                                             
GWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club attended the Ro-
tonda American Legion Post 113 Memorial Day cere-
mony.  We were honored to give a star pin to each 
veteran.  The pins were made from decommissioned 
flags.  Star Pins for Veterans is an ongoing project by 
the Civic Engagement Community Service Program 
Committee.    
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JULY 2025 

  



 

 

RWA VOLUNTEERS WILL FALL INTO ONE OF TWO 
GROUPS, DEPENDENT ON THE HOURS                   

THEY VOLUNTEERED. 

    28 

2025 2025 

  



 Print out this form for your use, or pick one up at the                          
RWA Administration Office, or at the Community Center lobby table. 

    R
E

D
 G

R
O

U
P

 
B

L
U

E
 G

R
O

U
P
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IT IS THE VOLUNTEER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO                                       
FILL OUT THIS FORM!    

 

 

2025) 
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OFFICE STAFF 

 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

  Nancy Schwechel                    
Administrator and                    
Deed Restrictions 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                   
Administrative Assistant 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

  

 THANK YOU TO OUR         

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

 

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Rita Lopienski 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Dale Jensen 
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