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Emailed to 5,750 Residents 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION, INC. 

AUGUST 2025 

E-NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED MONTHLY  BY THE ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION                                                

ConƟnued... 

RESIDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS                                   
OVER ROTONDA PAVING 

SubmiƩed by Sam Besase 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Paving has started in Rotonda West’s Pine Valley           
secƟon raising Rotonda resident’s concerns over what this means 
for their property. 

John Elias, Public Works Director of CharloƩe County, Florida has 
compiled informaƟon addressing the concerns about the paving 
program in Rotonda.   This informaƟon was provided to West Ways, 
and can be found on the following pages. 
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Thursday, June 12, 2025— 2:00 PM 



BOD MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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BOD MINUTES CONTINUED... 
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2025 RWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS                              
ELECTION 2025 
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SubmiƩed by:  Dale Jensen                                                                 
ElecƟon CommiƩee Chairperson 

8, 



ATTENTION 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES                                                    

FOR BOARD OF DIRECTOR SEATS 2025 
ELECTRONIC VOTING OFFERS NEW CAMPAIGN OPTIONS                                                          

FOR BOARD CANDIDATES 
JULY 2025 

In the past, the only opƟons available to candidates for an RWA 
Board seat was a one-page black and white resume-like document 
with a small passport-sized photo.  That document was included in 
the annual meeƟng noƟce and was available on the RWA website.  
Now that e-voƟng is available, the RWA is able to offer some im‐
proved campaign communicaƟons opƟons for Board candidates. 

With e-voƟng, candidates can now create mulƟ-page colorful cam‐
paign resumes and include full length higher resoluƟon photos of up 
to 5 Mb each.  Candidates can also create a campaign video which 
voters can view by selecƟng a link from the candidate informaƟon 
secƟon of the e-ballot.   

Candidates can use their own equipment to create their video or 
they can work with the RWA staff to create their video using RWA 
equipment.  Candidates can host their video on a website of their 
choice (YouTube or Vimeo) or they can have the RWA host the video 
on the RWA website. 

RWA ELECTION COMMITTEE 
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RWA COMMITTEES                      
AT WORK-                          

MEETING SCHEDULE  
ALL MEETINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM 
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COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE              
COMMITTEE 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH       
COMMITTEE 

 

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

 

                                                              
DEED RESTRICTION              

COMMITTEE 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

                                                               
RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RW NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

DAY 
2ND THURSDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

                                                                              
“AS NEEDED” BASIS 

 

                                                     
4TH MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  

 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH 

 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

                                                  
DATES VARY (CHECK   

CALENDAR) 

 

4TH WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

  SPECIFIC TO                  
ELECTION SCHEDULE 

 

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

3RD TUESDAY OF        
EACH MONTH 

TIME 
2 P.M. 

 

TBA (not on zoom) 

 

                                                 
9:30 A.M. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

 

                                         

9:30 A.M. 

 

2 P.M. 

 

                                                      
9 A.M. 

 

CHECK CALENDAR 

 

                                                         
9 A.M. 

 

10 A.M. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
* EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

AUGUST 
8/1, 8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29, Friday, 10am:  Tai Chi 

8/4, 8/11, 8/18,  Monday, 10am:  Pilates Mat 

8/6 Wednesday, 5pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour                                                                    
at Rotonda Community Park  (CANCELED) 

8/7, 8/14, 8/28 Thursday, Christmas Indoor Decorating Session:                                  
Please note different times ( 8/7 at 11:30am-3:30pm)                                                
(8/14 at 10am-1:30pm)  (8/28 at 12-3:30pm) 

8/20 Wednesday, 6:30pm:  Trivia Night with Tim (CANCELED) 

9/1  Monday, RWA OFFICE & COMMUNITY CENTER CLOSED FOR LABOR 
DAY OBSERVANCE 

9/3  Wednesday, 5-8 pm:  Mix & Mingle Happy Hour at Rotonda Community 
Park at Parade Circle 

9/4  Thursday, 9:30am-1:30pm:  Christmas Crafting 

9/4  Thursday, 6:30-8pm:  MUSIC BINGO! 

9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26  Friday, 10-11am:  Tai Chi (outdoors on 9/5) 

9/8, 9/15, 9/29  Monday, 10-11am:  Pilates Mat Fitness 

9/9  Tuesday, 3-4:30pm:  Treasurer’s Town Hall Meeting 

9/11  Thursday, 9:30am-1:30pm:  Christmas Crafting 

9/17  Wednesday, 6:30-8:30pm:  Trivia Night with Tim  *Doors open at 6pm 

9/21  Sunday, 12:15-4pm:  BINGO (starts promptly at 1pm) 

9/23  Tuesday, 5-8pm:  Mix & Mingle Potluck 

9/24  Wednesday, 6:30-8pm:  Music in the Park-OPEN MIC NIGHT!  Indoors 

9/25  Thursday, 2-3pm:  Health & Wellness– How Not to Age Via Nutrition      
with Diane Casey 

SEPTEMBER 
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RWA EVENTS AT A GLANCE (8/1-8/31)                            
* EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

MONDAY                     

 8/4, 8/11, 8/18 

PILATES MAT 

10 AM 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

8/20  

TRIVIA NIGHT       
WITH TIM 

6:30 PM 

 

FRIDAY 

8/1, 8/8, 8/15,       
8/22, 8/29 

10 AM 

TAI CHI 

WEDNESDAY 

8/6 

MIX & MINGLE        

 

HAPPY HOUR             

AT ROTONDA       
COMMUNITY PARK 

5 PM 

THURSDAY 

8/7, 8/14, 8/28 

CHRISTMAS INDOOR 
DECORATING SESSION 

PLEASE NOTE            
DIFFERENT TIMES:   

8/7:  11:30 AM– 3:30 PM 

8/14:  10 AM– 1:30 PM 

8/28:  12-3:30 PM 

CHECK IT OUT! 

·   THESE EVENTS ARE OPEN TO RWA PROPERTY OWNERS, RENTERS, AND THEIR GUESTS 

·    PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE RWA OFFICE WITH QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS REGARDING THESE 
EVENTS.  THE OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE INFORMATION ON EVENTS. 

·    FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT:  communityoutreach@rotondawest.org       

THANK YOU                                                              

 

CANCELED 
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LAST HURRICANE SEASON WAS A BUSY ONE, 

BE PREPARED FOR THIS YEAR! 
 

HURRICANE HELENE HURRICANE MILTON 

Areas Affected:  Southeastern United States 
(especially Florida, the Carolinas, Georgia, Mid-west 
U.S. and Northeast U.S. 

Areas Affected:  Mexico, West Cuba, Southeastern  
U. S. (especially Florida and Georgia), Bahamas 
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GET YOUR DISASTER PLANNING GUIDE 
 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE TAKEN FROM THE DISASTER PLANNING GUIDE 
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ENGLEWOOD BEACH UPDATE 

ROTONDA BLVD SOUTH BRIDGE 
Here is the most updated informaƟon regarding the Rotonda Bridge that needs to be replaced   
due to damages from Hurricane Ian: 

Staff has 100% plans and is waiƟng on the final bid specificaƟon.  We are also waiƟng on the       
ACOE permit, however, the reviewer has reached out and said they are hopeful to get to it in      
the very near future (The consultant reaches out to the reviewer weekly).   

NegoƟaƟons on cost need to be negoƟated with FEMA.  Fiscal staff has been trying to get a 
meeƟng set up with FEMA since the court ruling.  Yesterday fiscal staff has received the name of 
the contact person for this negoƟaƟon.  A request for a meeƟng has been sent to FEMA to start 
this process. 

ROTONDA BRIDGE WORK 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY WORK UPDATES 

 ROTONDA WEST 
SubmiƩed by Sam Besase 



ConƟnued… 

 

TRAFFIC LIGHT SCHEDULE 

SWALE DRAINAGE ISSUES 

Staff has not made any indications that this work will be placed out for bid.  Work will be                            
completed in-house in the next dry season due to the prioritization of road crossing pipe                                            
replacements ahead of the paving program. 

END 
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LARGE MOUTH BASS                                       
IN ROTONDA CANALS 

By:  Bob Winter                                                                                    
AquaƟcs Sub CommiƩee 

The Large Mouth Bass is the most popular fresh water game 
fish.  More Ɵme and money is spent by fishermen and women 
pursuing this fish than most others.  The residents and guests of 
Rotonda are fortunate that they live here in our canals. 

The RWA maintenance pracƟce of cuƫng and harvesƟng       
Vallisneria, aka Tape Grass, provides quality oxygenated water 
and a place for them to hide and ambush their prey.  It also  
provides a places for their prey like smaller fish to hide.          
Another plant that helps the bass is the White Water Lily.         
Its broad floaƟng leaves provide a cool refuge from the hot 
summer water temperatures.   

ENJOY FISHING IN OUR CANALS             

Pictures provided by Bob Winter.  
They are taken from a recent   
video Bob made. Video Link:                               
hƩps://youtu.be/n_xsmS8gwe0 
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Corkystem Passionvine 
climbing a bamboo teepee 

Gulf Fritillary Butterfly 
has 3 white spots on 

each wing surrounded 
by black 

A summer visitor to our gardens is the Gulf fritillary, a red-orange butterfly 
that is smaller and flies more rapidly than the Monarch butterfly.  It is 
searching for nectar plants and one of the many passionvines, a host plant 
for its larvae.  The caterpillar is shiny, with black and reddish-orange stripes, 
and black spines that are harmless to humans.   

The fritillary easily finds the corkystem passionflower (Passiflora suberosa); 
the plant springs up from squirrel planted seeds.  This native is a vine that 
can reach 15 feet in length.  Even a small corkystem can feed a couple cater-
pillars.    

GARDEN TIP FOR AUGUST                                   
Article by:  Ann Weaver                                          

Master Gardener                                          
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Corkystem Passionflower                      
(Passiflora suberosa) 

Gulf fritillary butterfly     
eggs 

Gulf friƟllary caterpillar 
 

The name may be due to the “corkiness” of the older stems or the soft spiral 
tip of each branch that clings to a structure or other plants.   The corkystem 
is happiest in part shade and will cling to the boots of a sabal palm or a trel-
lis.  I give it a branch to lift it off the ground and it spreads, groundcover-
like.  Its flower is dime-sized and green.  Our native bees love it.  For a 
showy flower, plant the maypop (Passiflora incarnata) which will also host 
fritillaries as well as the Zebra Longwing (Florida’s state butterfly) and the 
Julia.  This vine has large interesting flowers and edible fruits.  It needs a 
trellis or a tree to climb over.  It dies back in cold weather, then “pops” up in 
May. 

Note:  the oleander caterpillar looks similar to a Gulf fritillary caterpillar, but 
you will not find the Gulf fritillary caterpillar eating your oleander bushes or 
desert roses.  The oleander caterpillar is orange with brush like spikes, 
which are longer than the Gulf fritillary spikes and each has several “hairs”.  
It is the larvae of the Polka-Dot Wasp Moth.  When it feeds on the toxic ole-
ander, it can cause itchy skin if handled.  I removed two oleander shrubs af-
ter battling the caterpillars for 2 years. 

Want to learn about butterfly gardening?  Join the Broadmoor Butterfly Gar-
den maintenance team.  We garden at Broadmoor Park the first Saturday 
and first Tuesday of the month at 8:00 am for one hour. 

Email Ann at ann.weaver815@gmail.com 



 

RESIDENTS CAN ALSO FIND EVENT FLYERS   
ON THE OFFICIAL                                                      

RWA FACEBOOK EVENT PAGE 
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TRIVIA WITH TIM 

ENTERTAINMENT 

The popular Trivia Night 
with Tim was held on 
Wednesday, July 16th. 

The teams that aƩended 
were given the interesƟng 
category of “The Man”. 

The winners of the night 
were Team Smarty Pants. 

Winners:    L to R                           
Mike Packer, Margarat Packer, 
John Simmons, Joanne Sim-
mons,  and Julie Naccarato.   

THANK YOU FOR THE GIFT!  Tim Dowd thought the winners needed something special to 
honor their win.  So, he and Julie made this plaque which will honor the monthly winning 
teams!   It will be displayed in the lobby of the Community Center. 
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 ROTONDA WEST OPEN MIC NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

6:30-8 PM 

A MUSIC IN THE PARK EVENT 

                                                                                 
ENJOY LOCAL TALENT INDOORS AT THE                               

RW COMMUNITY CENTER.   

KARAOKE SINGING, INSTRUMENT PLAYING,                    
COMEDY, AND MORE. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 

TO REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE, 

CONTACT: 

communityoutreach@rotonda.org 

 

PUT IT IN YOUR CALENDAR! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SOMETHING NEW FOR YOU 

 BY:  COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
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AUGUST 2025 
 



       26 

GWEN GRACE, PAST PRESIDENT 
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RWA VOLUNTEERS WILL FALL INTO ONE OF TWO 
GROUPS, DEPENDENT ON THE HOURS                   

THEY VOLUNTEERED. 
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2025 2025 

  



 Print out this form for your use, or pick one up at the                          
RWA Administration Office, or at the Community Center lobby table. 

    R
E

D
 G

R
O

U
P

 
B

L
U

E
 G

R
O

U
P
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IT IS THE VOLUNTEER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO                                       
FILL OUT THIS FORM!    

 

 

2025) 



 

 

OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Annette Casteel                     
Assistant Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

  Nancy Schwechel                    
Administrator and                    
Deed Restrictions 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper               

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Kelsey Stewart                           
Administrator 

Denise Huffman             
Minutes Clerk 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Travis Green                               
Aquatics  

Amanda Stuever                   
Administrative Assistant 

 

 MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

Jeremy Davenport 

  

 THANK YOU TO OUR         
WONDERFUL STAFF  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

David Kelly,  Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

Peter Traverso, Director 

 Deb Orchard, Director 

Jerry Eldred, Director 

                                                               
WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor                                         
westways@rotondawest.org 

Connie Smith, Writer  

Pattie Mihalik, Writer 

    David Pulaski, Photographer   

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

                                                                                           
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH:                                        

 

Gwen Grace 

David Perry 

Bob Winter 

Rita Lopienski 

Ann Weaver 

Sam Besase 

Dale Jensen 
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