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      2023 Rotonda West Parade:                                
New Time, New Route, Same Christmas Spirit 

By:  Connie Smith 

Pam Pierce, RWA’s new 
Christmas Parade coordi-
nator, has years of event 
planning experience and 
loads of ideas to make the 
2023 parade better than 
ever, but she needs volun-
teers for every job! There’s 
a sign up sheet at the Com-
munity Center or she may 
be e-mailed at:                
parade@rotondawest.org.  

Besides a new starting time, there will be a new route that’s shorter and 
definitely easier for marching band members and walking parade partici-
pants (see end of story). Perhaps, residents will even find the route easier 
to access. The new theme for 2023 is Santa’s Workshop Toys-Toys-Toys. 
Just as important, there’s a new coordinator – Pam Pierce - and she is in 
need of volunteers with lots of job choices for whatever amount of time 
you desire to spend.  

A professional event planner, Pierce brings years of experience and or-
ganizational ability to Rotonda’s parade. As owner of the Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, Events by Design. Her company was the corporate go-to for fun 
themed parties. After Pierce’s retirement and move to Rotonda in 2019, 
she took on the contract of executing the Barrier Island Parks Society’s 
Green Gala fund raiser. The event, held at the Boca Grande Pass Club, 
that benefits Gasparilla Island’s two light houses, as well as Stump Pass, 
Gasparilla Island, Don Pedro and Cayo Costa state parks, normally aver-
aged $30,000 in donations. Pam’s last year of involvement was just be-
fore COVID hit in 2020 and the gala earned $90,000.        
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The success was gratifying, but after that level of intensity, donating her services for a simple, one-
morning community event seems like a refreshing change of pace, right?   

“It was put out that Rotonda needed a Christmas Parade coordinator. I attended a Community Out-
reach Committee meeting to mostly fact find and before I left, with a little arm twisting, I took on the 
role”, Pierce laughs. 

She already has a three-ring binder of job descriptions and believes that the army of volunteers re-
quired can work under three team leaders; the Awards/Judging team leadership has been filled by 
Tammy Birdsong, Marketing/Public Relations & Logistics/Staging are still available.  

“Jump in and volunteer,” she urges. “I will support you through all you need to be successful!” 

She has also compiled a budget for the RWA Board of Directors which may require some discussion 
and future identification of funding streams. A purchase of a Mrs. Santa Claus costume is just one of 
the hoped-for expenditures Pierce believes will make the parade a better experience. She plans to 
keep records of in-kind contributions so the Board will have a full idea of the value and costs of the 
Christmas Parade. 

She  has placed a volunteer sign up display already in the Communi-
ty Center lobby. “I am hoping to minimize the number of meetings our 
volunteers will need to attend,” she said. “Volunteers can be as busy 
as they want to be and provide much needed help.” 

So, whether one wants to be on Elf Patrol the day of the parade and 
help guide along the parade route, or serve as one of the street    
performers or costume characters Pierce envisions, there’s a job for     
everyone. For questions, e-mail Pam Pierce at:                                       
parade@rotondawest.org or call her at 616-540-7557.     

Parade entry applications will be accepted, beginning                  
September 1.  Entries may register online at Rotondawest.org      
and look for the Christmas Parade Forms link.  

The RWA will be supporting the U.S. Marines Toys for Tots pro-
gram by collecting new, unwrapped toys the day of the parade 
along the route.  Of course, we will continue our work collecting 
food items for Englewood Helping Hands as well. 

And now, for the new parade route: Fellowship Church, at the corner of Parade Circle and Rotonda 
Boulevard West, (140 Rotonda Blvd W.) will be the staging location. The route will exit the church lot 
onto Parade Circle, traveling east to Rotonda Boulevard North and turn north, continuing north to 
Rotonda Circle. The route will then turn east onto Rotonda Circle to Broadmoor Park (646 Rotonda 
Circle), where the parade will end.  

“This new route takes ½ mile off the old route, which should be easier on the band and parade walk-
ers. I also think the earlier time (10 a.m.) will make the temperatures cooler for parade participants 
and parade watchers,” she explained.    

Pierce looks forward to helping get our community in the Holiday Spirit and hopes you will join her in 
the fun event.  

 

Anyone willing to do any amount of 
work to make the 2023 Christmas 
Parade a success need only stop by 
the Community Center to sign up. 

The display in the lobby area is easy 
to spot! 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
West Ways Editor Nadine Clough 

 

 

Dear Readers, 

West Ways newsletter is the official newsletter of Rotonda West.  It is your newsletter, reflecting the 
wonderful people who make up our community.  With so many ways to communicate nowadays, 
West Ways remains a form of communication that offers completely researched and approved arti-
cles and stories about Rotonda West in a positive manner.  West Ways is now in its twenty-seventh 
year serving Rotonda, reaching over 4,000 residents each month.  There has been many changes 
over the years, but the standards of West Ways remain high.  

My involvement with West Ways began in 2017, when I responded to a “Writers Wanted” ad in a 
West Ways issue.  I took over as editor in August, 2020 under the guidance of fellow committee 
members, and my friend and past editor, Don Mahon.   As I begin my fourth year as editor, I have 
come to understand the importance of our residents in the success of our community.  Without the 
involvement and volunteering by residents, Rotonda West would not be what it is today.  

Everyone’s situation is different and therefore every person gives to their community in different 
ways.  Looking out for your neighbor, keeping your home and lot clean, joining clubs, attending 
events, volunteering in any small way, being on a committee, or serving on the Board of Directors 
are all important ways we take responsibility for the health of our community.  Each and every piece 
adds to the success of Rotonda West.  

I thank you for continuing to support  West Ways.  Please feel free to contact me with any ideas or 
suggestions for future articles. 

   

Nadine Clough 

West Ways Editor 

westways@rotondawest.org.   
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS NEWS 

FOOD TRUCK UPDATE and HOLIDAY PLANS 

By:  Barry Kean and Nadine Clough 

 

There is an update about the food truck that has been opera ng at the Rotonda West marina, across from 
the Hills since last fall.   The presence of the food truck was approved by the Rotonda West Board of Directors 
a er Hurricane Ian, as a response to the disrup on and unavailability of facili es resul ng from the storm.  At 
its mee ng on June 22, the Board concluded that recovery from the storm had proceeded to the point that 
the food truck was no longer needed, and unanimously adopted a  mo on to end the term of permission for 
the food truck to operate at the Hills marina, effec ve June 30th.    

However, many people in the community felt that keeping the food truck was good idea and voiced their 
opinion on the ma er.  There was s ll a need, said members,  to provide  quick, convenient lunches for the 
local contractors and the many workers who are s ll here working to get Rotonda back to normal.   

In response to the community, RWA President Andy Van Scyoc in conjunc on with Fellow-
ship Church, arranged for the Food Truck to be parked in the parking lot of the Fellowship 
Church on Parade Circle.  The truck opened up for business July 1st.                                                                     

 

Many community members were happy to con nue to be able to s ll visit 
the food truck.  So were the many local contractors and workers who      
appreciate the convenience and the good food.                                                         

The Food Truck is there Monday through Friday, from 11 a.m.—4p.m. 

 

 

 

In other ac on, the Board announced that a chairman has been found for 
the 2023 Rotonda West Christmas Parade, so the parade is on; it will be held on December 2 at 10 AM. There 
will be some changes, including a change in route. In addi on to the parade, there will be a “Holiday Stroll” 
on December 3.  Watch this space for parade and stroll news and ways you can help. 

The Board also authorized the Community Outreach Commi ee to begin procurement of needed new and 
replacement holiday decora ons.  $5000.00 has been allocated for this purpose in 2023, of which $1000.00 is 
available for immediate expenditure. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Rotonda West Associa on Board of Directors mee ng for August will be held on 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17, AT 6 P.M. (only mee ng in August). 

 

Street Harvest Food Truck now 
at Fellowship Church location 

 UPDATE: 



 

SERVICE FOR SGT. AL SACCO 

 HELD IN ROTONDA COMMUNITY CENTER 

By:  Nadine Clough 

 

 

 

 
 
On Sunday July 30, 2023, a service was held in the Rotonda West Community Center to honor and 
remember Sgt. Al Sacco of Rotonda West, who recently passed away due to illness.   
 
The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office stated that Sacco was hired in February of 1993, and retired in 
December, 2022 due to medical problems just months shy of serving the citizens of Charlotte Coun-
ty for 30 years.  Al achieved the rank of Deputy first Class in 1995, then was promoted to Corporal 
in 2007, and finally to Sergeant in 2013. 
 
“Sgt. Sacco represented the ideals of the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office,” the Sheriff’s Offices 
said in a statement Monday, “and will be remembered for his contributions around the agency and 
throughout the community.”  The Sheriff’s office stated that throughout his nearly 30 year career, 
Sacco was a member of Road Patrol, Community Policing, School Resource, and was supervisor in 
the Volunteer Services Unit.   
 
A devoted family man, Al leaves behind his wife Sharon whom he married in 1999, and two sons, 
Joseph and Matthew.  He also will be missed by his extended family, his friends, and his many co-
workers from the past three decades. 
 

“We will always remember Al for his positive attitude and                                    
unwavering sense of humor.”  
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Sgt. Al Sacco  1965-2023 
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AUGUST EVENTS 

· Thursday, August 3rd.  AED/CPR Training. 6-9 p.m. at the 
Community Center  (see page 13). 

· Saturday, August 5th.  Bloodmobile from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
the Hills marina (see flyer on page 23).  

· Friday, August 4th & Saturday August 5th.  “Kicks for 
Kids” (See flyer page 22). 

· Thursday, August 17th, at 6 p.m.  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING.  Only August meeting and it’s in the EVENING. 

· Wednesday, August 9th.  GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s 
Club.  Happy Hour Social 4-6 p.m. Held at the South Gulf 
Cove Clubhouse (see flyer on page 21). 

· Tuesday, August 22th from 5-8 p.m. Meet & Greet Potluck 
Supper in the Community Center.  (Info on page 20). 

· Saturday, August 26th.  MUSIC BINGO 6:30 p.m. in the 
Community Center, an inside event.  (see page 16.) 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

· Sunday, September 17th. BINGO RETURNS!  Doors open 
at 12:15 p.m.  

· Wednesday, September 20th, Ask the Pharmacist, at        
3 p.m. in the Community Center 
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1st Vice President;  
Jack Metz, Director; Karen Harvey, Secretary 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL BE MEETING ONLY 
ONCE IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST. 

IT WILL BE AN EVENING MEETING 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17TH AT 6 P.M.   



  

OFFICE STAFF 

Derrick Hedges                         
Manager 

Tammy Birdsong                    
Administrator 

  Nancy Schwechel  and   
Pablo Guardiola                   
Administrator and                    
Deed Restrictions 

Jenny Bulle               
Bookkeeper 

Annette Casteel                        
Administrator and                      

Minutes Clerk 

Sheryl Ann Nowicki                
Administrator 

Joe Harris                               
Communications Specialist 

Jay Dernier                        
Compliance Officer 

 

 

MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

 

Wayne Taylor 

Dale Anderson 

Bill Simmons 

Craig Brown  

Doug Smith 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

WONDERFUL STAFF 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

Patti Cowin, 1st Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Karen Harvey, Secretary 

David Kelley, Director 

Les Goodman, Director 

Jack Metz, Director 

 

 

WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor 

Connie Smith, Feature Writer                

Barry Kean, Writer 

Deb Orchard, Writer 

Rita Lopienski, Writer 

Gwen Grace, GFWC Woman’s Club 

David Perry, Neighborhood Watch 

Sarah Swiatek,  Guest Writer 

David Pulaski, Photographer 

Wayne Mengel, Photographer 

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 
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Did you know that you can go to Rotonda West association website and complete an application 
to have your exterior home improvement project approved without leaving the comfort of your 
home?  The process is simple and efficient.  www,rotondawest.org 

Hard copies of the Residential Modification Application can be found in the administration office at 
646 Rotonda Circle or on the website. 

If you have difficulty, all you need to do is call the office (941-697-6788) and talk to one of the staff, 
or email:   Tammy@rotondawest.org and we will get clarification or the guidance you need. 

 

Helpful Hints: 

If it is alive...flower, grass, plant or tree no application approval is required. If you want to accent 
your landscape project with curbing, rock, shell, or stone you will need an application approval. 

The RMA (Residential Modification Application) is not a permit - it is an application for approval 
from the Residential Modification Committee.  Charlotte County issues permits. 

Fascia, Gutters, Soffit and Windows no longer require an approval from the RMC (Residential Mod-
ification Committee). 

Just because you do not see the project listed on the application, does not mean you will 
not need approval for it - please contact the Association for guidance! 

Please remember:   

The Residential Modification Committee will not approve incomplete applications. 

RESIDENTIAL MODIFICATION APPLICATION 

PROCESS IS MORE USER FRIENDLY 

THAN EVER 
Submitted by the Residential Modification Committee 
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PROTECTING YOUR HOME 

DURING STORM SEASON 

THERE ARE SEVERAL PRECAUTIONS THAT YOU CAN TAKE NOW TO PREPARE AND 
PROTECT YOUR HOME DURING HURRICANE SEASON: 

WINDOWS:   

One of the easiest ways to protect your home from hurricane-related damage is to install 
storm shutters over all exposed windows and glass surfaces.  Shutters can be made from 
steel, aluminum or heavy-duty materials.  Even plywood shutters will provide protection 
from winds and flying debris. 

ROOF: 

As we saw with Hurricane Ian, roofs are especially vulnerable during a bad storm.  Proper 
roof construction with adherence to the Miami Dade building codes will help with lower cat-
egory storms.  If you are uncertain about the strength of your roof, have an inspector deter-
mine if it needs reinforcement.   

DOORS:   

Many homes in Rotonda have double-entry doors that have one door which remains 
latched.  These doors are especially vulnerable to hurricane winds.  The bolts and pins that 
secure these doors are usually not strong enough to withstand high winds.  Treat these 
doors as if they are windows and secure them with hurricane shutters.   Make sure you pro-
vide yourself with another way to exit your home.   

GARAGE DOORS:  

Although your garage may look solid enough to withstand a bad storm, hurricane-force 
winds can force their way through your garage door, leaving the rest of your home vulnera-
ble to greater damage.  Make sure your garage door is reinforced and solid.  Retrofit kits are 
available at local hardware stores. 

REMOVE SMALL OBJECTS: 

Any loose objects laying around outside your home, have the potential to become danger-
ous flying projectiles that may cause damage to your home, pool cage, or other outside 
structures.   Spend a morning walking around your home collecting and storing objects that 
may be dangerous when airborne.   

TRIM BUSHES AND TREES: 

Cutting back and trimming landscaping can help protect the bushes and trees from exten-
sive damage.  It can also help prevent  branches and small uprooted plants from becoming 
projectiles that may damage your home.  
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Submitted by:  Deb Orchard 

  

While we have our ongoing events, such as Meet & Greet the 4th Tuesday of each month and Bingo 
resuming in September and monthly through May on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  We are planning 
some wonderful one-time events for you. Here are some highlights, so you may mark your calen-
dar now so you don’t miss out on the fun. 

August 3rd @ 6pm is our next “Emergency Preparedness” presentation.  C.E.R.T. will be presenting 
training in CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  We will also have training is using the AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator)    Did you know we have one mounted on the wall just inside the 
main entrance to the Community Center?   Please join us in the Community Center. 

Saturday, August 26th Music in the Park, MUSIC BINGO @ 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, October 14th Food Drive from 9-12 a.m. in the Broadmoor parking lot. 

Thursday, November 2nd our annual Open House in the Community Center. 

Friday & Saturday, November 3rd & 4th the Community wide Garage Sale.  More information later. 

Friday, November 24th is our annual Gazebo Lighting and Boat Parade at the Marina.   

Saturday, December 2nd our Holiday Parade returns. There are some big changes coming this 
year; but, more information about that in the upcoming months. 

Sunday, December 3rd our Holiday Stroll.  Wooden cut outs will be staged around the pond next to 
the Community Center for you to “stroll” around seeing them.  More details later on this event. 

We will continue to advertise our events on the RWA calendar, RWA e-mails through Constant 
Contact, West Ways Newsletter, FaceBook posts on Rotonda West Property Owners page, the 
portable sign at the entrance to Broadmoor Park and flyers posted on the bulletin boards outside 
the office and in the Community Center along with ones you may take home by stopping in the of-
fice or from the table in the entrance to the Community Center.   We, on the Community Outreach 
Committee, hope you will come join us for these events.   
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Welcome to all RWA      
residents, renters, and 

their guests. 

RWA BOD members Patti Cowin 
and Sam Besase are active      

members of the Rotonda CERT 
and will be on hand for                

this training. 



 

ASK THE PHARMACIST 
 By:  Sarah Swiatek 

 

 

 
In last month’s edition of West Ways, I expressed an interest in meeting with all of you to host 
an open discussion about pharmacy and healthcare related solutions.  Residents were en-
couraged to email me with topic ideas and thoughts, and here are some questions I received: 

 

What do the letters stand for after your name?  What training is required for a pharmacist? 

Answer:  Pharm.D. stands for “Doctor of Pharmacy”.  It is considered a professional level de-
gree, similar to that of a Master’s.   Two years of pre-requisites are needed (unless an alter-
nate Bachelor’s or other qualifying degree has been obtained first), followed by four years of 
Pharmacy School.  It is not the same as a Ph.D., which requires several additional years of ed-
ucation, and is more of an academic degree.  R. Ph. Stands for “Registered Pharmacist”, 
which means I hold a license for the state in which I practice.  I possess additional credentials 
and state licenses as well. 

 

How do you remember and stay informed about all of the medications? 

It’s definitely challenging.  New medications are released frequently, as well as new indica-
tions for older medicines.  Many medicines are used for more than one condition.  Each state 
requires continuing education credits every year to remain licensed.  I attend courses, read a 
lot of daily emails, have discussions with peers, and rely on the software at work to help rec-
ognize interactions.  Learning is a constant, never-ending undertaking.  It is not possible to 
remember each and every medication.  Pharmacists rely upon resources and repetition. 

 

What are the differences between generic and name-brand medications? 

Every drug is created with two names.  Upon release, a new medication is recognized primari-
ly under its brand, or trade name.  At that time, it is under patent protection, and can only be 
manufactured by one company until the patent lapses.  This usually spans several years.  
Once the patent lapses, the medication can then be manufactured by other companies.  The 
cost usually starts to lessen because of the loss of exclusivity.  The active ingredients are not 
necessarily the same and neither is the shape and color.  Additionally, there is some leeway 
allowed for the amount of active ingredient required to be present in the generic version.  It 
may contain anywhere from 85-115% of the active ingredients required for the formulation. 

 

Sarah Swiatek, Pharmacist 
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FIRST DISCUSSION 
GROUP IS NOW ON THE 

SCHEDULE: 

WEDNESDAY,           
SEPT.  20TH, 

 AT 3 P.M. IN THE       
COMMUNITY CENTER 



 

What precautions should be taken to be safe in this Florida heat? 

Drink your fluids!  I find that many people who live here do not drink enough water.  A good 
guideline is a minimum of half your body weight in ounces of water every day (more in the 
hot summer months) unless you are on  fluid restriction.  For each serving of coffee, tea, so-
da, alcohol, etc., it is recommended to drink an additional serving (8 ounces).  Make sure to 
also replace electrolytes, perhaps by substituting some of that water with sugar-free sports 
drinks or by adding a tiny amount of sea salt in your water. 

Wear sunscreen and reapply liberally— I dispense a lot of medications for patients who af-
fected by skin cancer.  Wear hats, sunglasses, and light clothing to protect your skin and 
eyes.  Avoid outdoor activities during the hottest hours of the day, opting instead for early 
morning walks, rides, and sports. 

Follow the news every day to keep an eye on air quality if you have a respiratory condition.  
Schedule regular maintenance on your air conditioner, at least once, if not twice a year.  Set 
the thermostat to stay at a constant temperature.  Running your oven will increase the heat 
level in your home, opt instead for grilling outside or eating meals that don’t require long 
cook or bake times. 

Create a buddy system where you and a friend or family member check in on each other on 
a regular basis.  

The first quarterly event in the Community Center, where we can meet, share ideas, and 
have a discussion, will be held on Wednesday, September 20th at 3 p.m.  in the RWA Com-
munity Center. I invite you to email me at SRxSwi@gmail.com  if you would like to offer topic 
suggestions, or with questions that you might have.    

Thank you and hope to see you there! 
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Drink plenty of liquids Check on each other 

Use sunscreen Check Air Quality Keep home comfortable 

TAKE CARE 

DURING 

HOT 

FLORIDA 

SUMMERS! 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            CONTINUED  

 

Charlotte County Projects Benefit Rotonda West Residents 

FIRST IN A SERIES 

*Thanks to Glenn Semanisin of Rotonda West for submitting this series idea 
 18 



 

 

 LINK TO LATEST REPORT:        https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/core/fileparse.php/686/
urlt/20220412_BCC_Meeting_Presentation.pdf  
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During the hot weather of summer, the GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club slows down a bit while 

members travel and/or head north to their “snowbird” homes.  But there is always something going 

on back here.  

Our members have been meeting at the beach, enjoying lunch at local restaurants, entertaining at 

nursing homes and taking a dolphin cruise.  All the while volunteering in the community!   

A few August events include the Kicks for Kids sneaker collection and the Big Red Bus Blood 

Drive.  See more information on pages following this article. 

 

We are also having a Happy 

Hour Social on Wednesday 

August 9th.  I hope you can 

help and participate!  

 

If you are interested in joining 

GFWC RWWC, please go to 

our website at 

www.gfwcrotondawest.org for 

information.   

You can also find us on Face-

book at GFWC Rotonda West 

Woman’s Group.  Our next 

General Meeting is Thursday, 

September 21, 2023. 

. 

 Gwen Grace, President 
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