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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

                         Andy VanScyoc 

 

 

September 28, 2022 is a date which will certainly live in 
“infamy”  (FDR) for Rotonda West.  I will not downplay the horrific 
nature of this hurricane event.   

Since that terrible day we have seen neighbors helping one another 
and many sweaty and tearful hugs.  There is so much sharing and 
random acts of kindness and compassion in our community that 
makes me so proud to call this place my forever home.  My soul was 
touched by the “Driveway Parties” where  people got together to 
share food, drinks, and love, without having water or power.   

We have a long way to go on this journey, but if we can retain the 
spirit that got us this far, we can do this!  Rotonda Strong! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE A TEAM PLAYER! 

If you are willing to let us use 
your waterfront property to   

retrieve debris and other stuff 
from the canal, pick up one of 
these signs at the office and 

add your address to it. 
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FALL EVENTS  

SOME EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELED OR 
CHANGED,   PLEASE CHECK FIRST 

 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
· Thursday, November 3rd,  OPEN HOUSE 6-8 p.m. 

· Sunday, November 20th, BINGO!   

PLEASE NOTE:  Gazebo Lighting & Boat Parade moved to December 

 

 

DECEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
· Saturday, December 3rd,  Gazebo Lighting and Boat Parade 
· Saturday, December 10th, Music In The Park Event,  Holiday Sing-

along with the Rotonda Ukulele Band 
PLEASE NOTE:  Holiday Parade has been canceled 

 

CHECK THE ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION ONLINE CALENDAR 
FOR  SCHEDULE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS, CLUB AND OTHER 
ONGOING ORGANIZATION MEETING TIMES.                                        
GO TO:  rotondawest.org  
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Dear Neighbors, 

We have been through a terrible ordeal with Hurricane Ian, and have 
much recovery ahead of us.  Keep helping each other.   Stay strong and 
stay hopeful.  This will pass, and one day our beautiful Rotonda West will 
once again be our piece of paradise.                                               

                                                             West Ways Editor Nadine Clough 



 

 

           

           5 

 

 

WEST WAYS STAFF 

Nadine Clough, Editor 

Connie Smith, Writer 

Karen Harvey, Writer 

Barry Kean, Writer 

Deb Orchard, Writer 

Grace Checuti, Writer 

David Pulaski, Photographer 

Wayne Mengel, Photographer 

Nadine Clough, Layout & Design 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022 

 

Andy VanScyoc, President 

Patti Cowin, 1st Vice President 

Sam Besase, Treasurer 

Jerry Eldred, Secretary 

David Kelly, Director 

Les Goodman, Director 

 

 

   OFFICE STAFF  

Derrick Hedges,       
Manager  

Tammy Birdsong,    
Administrator  

Holly Carr, &           
Nancy Schwechel,               
Administrators         
Deed Restrictions  

Jenny Bulle,        
Bookkeeper  

Annette Casteel   
Minutes Clerk 

Sheryl Ann Nowicki      
Administrator 

Joe Harris,               
Communications       
Specialist 

Matt Rooney           
Compliance Officer 

 

MAINTENANCE 
STAFF 

Matt Rooney       
Maintenance Manager                          

Wayne Taylor  

Pablo Guardiola 

Dale Anderson 

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR 

INFORMATION 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

STORM DEBRIS REMOVAL 
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ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION, INC. 

646 Rotonda Circle  

Rotonda West, Florida  33947 

Tel:  (941) 697-6788 

Fax:  (941) 697-0788 

Email:  info@rotondawest.org 
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 Newly Appointed   

BOD President VanScyoc Encourages 

Rotonda Residents to Stay Strong, Be Patient,   

and Help Each Other Throughout Recovery  

 
October 13, 2022 Meeting: 

· The Board of Directors accepted Patricia Aho’s resignation as president of the 
board, and stated that she will remain a Director until her term ends in December.   

· Director Andy VanScyoc was nominated and unanimously accepted to fill the po-
sition of Board President.  VanScyoc stated, “That it is important to get together 
and work together to get through this ordeal, and although there are some griev-
ances, that overall Rotonda is doing well.”  

· Election Committee asked that Candidate’s Night is rescheduled due to issues 
caused by the storm.  The Board voted and passed that Candidate’s Night would 
be moved to November 10th.   

· Director Cowin motioned to reopen Community Center on Monday, October 17th 
for Committee meetings, groups and clubs.  This motion was passed.  Board 
members agreed it is important to resume normal operations as soon as possible. 

· Board recognized and thanked Derrick Hedges and the staff for the outstanding 
response and extra effort put forth by the staff members following the storm. The 
Community Center was used as a cool-down area, an electronic recharge spot, 
along with food and water hand-out station.  

· President VanScyoc discussed the “Team Player” program.  Signs will be distrib-
uted to those residents who are willing to help out with a designated need.  One of 
the first noted would be signs posted along the canal to give the people cleaning 
up the canals a place to “temporarily” put the item until it can be picked up.  This 
would help speed up the cleaning possess by saving long “no wake” boat trips  
between pick-ups.  More information to follow!  

 

Respectfully submitted by Nadine Clough 
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A WELCOME SOUND! 

THE ELDERLY BROTHERS 

PERFORM AT 

MUSIC IN THE PARK EVENT 

By:  Nadine Clough 

Pictures by:  Dave Pulaski 

 

Since Hurricane Ian visited, we have been hearing a cacophony of unpleasant sounds, 
such as the constant roar of chainsaws, the busy signals from contractor’s phones, 
and the rumbling of trucks up and down our usually quiet streets.  But on Saturday 
night past, a more welcoming sound was heard.  The Elderly Brothers performed at 
Broadmoor Park for a record crowd of about 250 enthusiastic people at the most      
recent Music in the Park event.   

The event was sponsored by the Community Outreach Community and hosted by     
co-chairperson, Deb Orchard.  The weather was perfect, the crowd was ready, and the 
Elderly Brothers did not disappoint.  The duo of T-Bone Stankus and Brian Gillie 
shared many favorite “oldies” with perfect harmonies and what they call “soulful im-
provisations”.  For the many community members who attended, the duo provided a 
much needed diversion from Ian, and some beautiful music for the ears. 

Don’t miss the upcoming Music in the Park event featuring The Rotonda Ukulele Band 
performing some holiday favorites on Saturday, December 10th from 4-6 p.m.   

EVERYONE 

ENJOYED 

THE TUNES! 
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CANDIDATE’S NIGHT RESCHEDULED 

Hurricane Ian caused a delay in mailing out the annual Election     
Ballots and Candidate Information Booklets due to damage          
sustained at the printer’s place of business.  Reprinting and mailing 
will take approximately three weeks.  As a result of this delay,       
Candidate’s Night is rescheduled to November 10th, 2022 from 7-9 
p.m. 

The Election Committee requests any question residents may wish 
to address to a specific candidate or general question be submitted 
online to: 

                         electioncommittee@rotondawest.org 

Individuals are limited to 5 (five) questions and must include their 
name and address for RWA owner verification.   

Thanks you for your time and patience, 

The Election Committee 

 

 



 

  

 

Name: Jeffery Vance Absher 

 

Eligibility to Serve: Yes 

 

Email Address: jvabsher@gmail.com 

 

Phone: 270-799-9525 

 

Born, Raised, Lived in: Bowling Green, KY 

 

Education: High School graduate, some college, multiple courses in advanced aeronautics, transporta-
tion, insurance & financial services. 

Working life: Life and health insurance broker, commercial pilot, expedited trucking business. 

Moved to Rotonda West - year: 2021 

Family: Wife, Mother 

Special Interests: Music, bodybuilding. 

Served on RWA committees, area committees/activities, other: None 

 

Why do you want to serve?: Being heavily invested in this community I have an intense desire to turn 
this association into the servant of the property owners as it was intended to be, which I believe can 
best be accomplished by my election to the Board. 

 

What do you want to accomplish?: This is one where I could write a book. But in summary, I would 
like to rid this association of every single person who cannot understand and accept that the one thing 
that’s always more important than any law, rule, or regulation is the stated purpose those laws, rules, 
and regulations were created to serve. In the case of RWA, as stated in the Deed Restrictions, Section 
1. PURPOSE: “The purpose of these Restrictions is to produce an orderly and desirable community to 
protect and enhance property values in Rotonda West, Florida.” 

 

Other information not covered above?: I am not, nor do I intend to ever be, a politician where I am 
obliged to “trade favors” with other directors. My aim is to do everything I can to make this association 
subservient to the property owners who fund its existence. Those who share my view will be my allies. 
Those who don’t will be my opposition. 
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residents We 

love our place in paradise. Barb and I are blessed 

                                                                                                                                   

If elected this will be my second and final term, I believe in term limits. You may contact me 

at:  jreldred1449@gmail.com, PHONE- 937-620-1865 or visit my website at Jerry Eldred RWA 

Director, I encourage you to sign up. 

As for my background I grew up in a small rural town in Northcentral Pennsylvania. After high school 

graduation I attended Corning Community College in Corning NY and entered the United States Air 

force in 1970. Reeving an honorable discharge.  

 hidden agenda: I want to help ensure the 

quality of life in our community. Sometimes as a board member you have to make difficult 

decisions and   make ones that are best for the entire community. 

EDUCATION 
 

Bachelor of Arts in Parks and Natural Resources Management, Texas A&M University, College 

Station, Texas.                                                                                                                                   

EXPERIENCE 

Executive Director Miami County Park District, Miami County Ohio, Retired (Jan. 1991-2012) 

for a governmental agency that was recognized nationwide as 

County Park Dis-

trict and all Metro parks are each governed by 

 

City of Alliance, Director of parks, Recreation and Public lands, 13 years. 

 



 

Lester A Goodman 
37 Sportsman Circle 
Lagoodman1@aol.com        
703-853-9237 

 

 

I have been a member of the Rotonda West Association since August 2015. I moved 
here from Virginia but I was born and spent my first fifty years in Massachusetts.  

I graduated from Northeastern University, Boston MA, with a B.S. in management.  

I worked my entire career in the energy industry, specifically in engineering, opera-
tions, construction and consulting for public and private utility companies. I was on the 
executive staff at four companies and had several articles published in nationwide in-
dustry magazines. I have conducted numerous presentations and seminars across the 
country and have provided written and oral testimony regarding federal and state ener-
gy regulations. I have served on many industry committees both as a committee mem-
ber and committee chair.  

I am married to my wife, Arleen, and we have four grown children and five grandchil-
dren living in Virginia, Massachusetts and Washington. We have two golden retrievers, 
named Marley and Fanny that we adopted two years ago.  

I am currently a director on the RWA Board of Directors, chair of the Deed Restrictions 
Subcommittee and member of the Residential Modification Committee. I served on the 
Compliance Committee but had to resign in order to become a director as required by 
Florida statute 720.  

I enjoy morning walks in Broadmoor Park, fishing and reading, both fiction and nonfic-
tion. I am a member of Elks lodge 2710 and Moose lodge 2554. 

I wish to continue to serve on the BOD as a representative for all RWA members. I 
have a clear understanding of our governing documents and have made numerous 
recommended changes to make the deed restrictions and residential modifications 
guidelines easier to understand and follow. All the recommendations have been dis-
cussed and developed at committee meetings open to all members and I have encour-
aged member input prior to making the recommendations. My main goal is to rewrite 
the deed restrictions because they were initially developed and recorded fifty-three 
years ago and should be updated to reflect the current needs and desires of our mem-
bers. This could be accomplished by establishing an ad hoc committee of committee 
members, RWA staff and members of the community.  

I am always available to discuss my views and goals with any and all RWA members. 

Lester A Goodman 
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ROTONDA UKULELE BAND 

TO PERFORM HOLIDAY SING-ALONG 

FOR MUSIC IN THE PARK EVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us for some holiday music 

On Saturday, December 10th from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

behind the Community Center. 

Bring a chair, a drink, some snacks, and bug spray. 

Be ready to relax and sing-along! 
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Walk to End Alzheimer’s Update 

 

In respect for those affected by Hurricane Ian, the 
GFWC RWWC and the RWA did not hold the Walk 

to End Alzheimer’s on October 29, 2022 in       
Broadmoor Park. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those re-
covering from Ian.  We also recognize how stress-
ful and confusing this time is for those suffering 

from Alzheimer’s and their caregivers. 

 

If you have the means to support the fight to end 
Alzheimer’s, please do so at: 

http://act.alz.org/goto/RotondaWest 

 

Thank you, 

Jennifer Davis Cope 
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DON’T MISS IT! 
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GAZEBO LIGHTING 

& 

BOAT PARADE RESCHEDULED 

NOW BEING HELD ON 12/3/22 

AT THE MARINA 

WATCH FOR DETAILS ON                               
CONSTANT CONTACT 
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Please note:   

Christmas Parade has been canceled this year. 

But the Gazebo Lighting & Boat Parade Event will be 
even bigger and better!  Come and join your friends 
and neighbors for a celebration of the Holidays! 

               Santa Claus will be there, will you?    
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GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club, Inc. 

Donna Krabbe, Former President 

WHERE COMMUNITY SERVICE MEETS FRIENDSHIP! 

 

GFWC and Englewood Lions Club Hurricane Relief 

 

After a natural disaster and when compas-
sionate people were contacted, the efforts of 
two International Organizations were coordi-
nated quickly to bring Hurrican Ian Relief to 
Charlotte County and beyond.  GFWC Tam-
pa Woman’s Club, GFWC Lutz Land of 
Lakes Woman’s Club and the Englewood Li-
ons Club all worked together with GFWC Rotonda West Woman’s Club to collect and 
distribute nonperishable food, cleaning supplies, baby needs and clothing. 

 

Who are those GFWC people?  They are some 
of the 8.000 members of the General Federation 
of Woman’s Clubs throughout the state of Flori-
da.  When Charlotte County GFWC Rotonda 
West Woman’s Club received a call from GFWC 
Tampa Woman’s Club to ask what they needed 
for Hurricane Relief, within three days they re-
ceived a super-sized van and a loaded 26 ft. U-
Haul Truck at the Englewood Lions Club.  All 

items were collected by GFWC partners throughout Hillsborough County, whose vehi-
cles  picked up donations at 31 different donations and brought them to the Tampa 
Woman’s Club to be loaded onto the truck. 



 

Woman’s Club News Continued….. 

 

Friday morning, October 14th, the truck arrived at the Englewood Lions Club where 
President Dave Goll along with Lion’s member Gary Nieskes, Bob Baran, and Dave 
Baran assisted 23 GFWC members from Tampa, Lutz Land O Lakes, Port Charlotte, 
and Rotonda West Woman’s Club, worked to unload the truck and to  reload vans for 
distribution the next day in Port Charlotte and Bonita Estero.  After that, pickup trucks 
and SUV’S were loaded for St. Davis’s Jubilee Center, St. Francis Food Ministry, Eng-
lewood Helping Hand, Project Phoenix, and the Homeless coalition.   

Special thanks from the proud members of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
go out to the Englewood Lion’s Club for providing the collection and distribution point 
and for adding their kindness and muscle on behalf of the GFWC “Superwomen” and 
their trucks. 

 

Hurricane Ian and other “unpredictable events” aside, the next General Meeting of the 
Rotonda West Woman’s Club is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Thursday, November 17th at 
the RWA Community Center.  A Social Hour takes place from 9 a.m. until 10 a.m., and 
all members of the community are invited to attend.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GFWC Rotonda West Members and their GFWC Southern Region Sisters            

on Jekyll Island GA 
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TO ALL ROTONDA WEST RESIDENTS, 

Have you signed up for the 

 Rotonda West Association Website yet?  

 ALLOWS YOU TO: 

· Keep up to date on Rotonda’s events & news 

· Download applications & forms (see below) 

· Have the ability to vote online (in the future) 

·  Have the ability to pay assessments online 

·  Receive West Ways each month 

Sign yourself up and help a neighbor sign up too!  

JUST GO TO: www.rotondawest.org     

 

APPLICATIONS & FORMS AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE: 

· Residential Modification Application 

· Change of Address Form 

· Yearly Assessment Credit Card Form 

· Committee Membership Application 

· Sign Approval Application 

· Community Center Application 

· Permission to E-mail 
   


