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ROTONDA WEST ASSOCIATION, INC. 
646 Rotonda Circle, Rotonda West, FL 33947 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, September 9, 2021 – 2:00PM 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Patricia Aho, Patti Cowin, Jerry Eldred, (via zoom) Diane Shaw, David Kelly  
 
ABSENT:  Sam Besase, Stephan Froggatt 
 
Management:   Derrick Hedges, RWA Manager 
 
Members:  Joe Harris, Les Goodman, John Peszko, Barb Peszko, Jack Metz, Maureen McDowell, 
Karen Harvey, Randy Keller (via zoom) Annette Casteel, Gwen Grace, Linda Bondeson, 
Kentandbonnieanselment, cin, nschwechel, Johna Donahue, Cari Hale, Leo Van Orden, Karen’s 
iPhone, michael donahue, Tom Rocque, Tim Rice, Bob Bondeson, Nancy Ward-Snyder, C Lateer 
 
The Meeting was called to order by President Aho at 2:00 PM. The meeting was properly 
noticed, and a quorum was present.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was said. 
 
Director Eldred moved the Board to approve the Meeting Minutes for the 26 August 2021 BOD 
Meeting.  Motion 2nd by Director Shaw.  Motion Unanimously Approved.  
 
MEMBERS INPUT (Agenda Items) 
None 
 
OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES & CONTRACTORS REPORT  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Director Besase  
No Report. 
 
Manager’s Report: Derrick Hedges, Manager 
Manager Hedges provided a written report which is attached to these minutes.  Administration 
operations, maintenance staff work projects, and contractor and vendor updates were 
provided.   
 
Deed Restrictions Violations:  Holly Carr, Administrator 
President Aho announced Ms. Carr’s 6-year Anniversary working for the RWA and thanked her 
for her hard work and dedication. 
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President Aho stated that there are 54 violations listed in the Board packet for approval.  
Director Cowin made a Motion to levy the fines on members for violations listed numbers 1 
through 54. If confirmed by the Compliance Committee, these fines shall be automatically 
imposed. Motion 2nd by Director Shaw. Discussion was held for clarification regarding some of 
the violations listed on the Deed Restrictions report presented to the Board by the 
administrator Ms. Carr.  Motion Unanimously Approved. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Activities Committee – Deb Orchard (Chair) 
No Report.  

 
Administration/Personnel – President Aho (Chair)  
No Report. 
 
Aquatic Committee – Stan Plizga (Chair) 
No Report. 
 
Budget & Finance Committee – Wayne Legris (Chair) 
President Aho reminded the Directors that there is a Budget & Finance workshop with the Board 
for the 2022 Budget and Review on September 23, 2021, at 11:00am. 
 
Buildings & Grounds – Director Besase (Chair)  
No Report. 
 
Communications – Karen Harvey (Chair)  
Present Aho commented that September 10, 2021, is the expected “go live” date for the member 
log in portion of the RWA Website. 
 
Compliance – Barb Peszko (Vice-Chair)  
Ms. Peszko provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 
Ms. Peszko addressed the Board regarding Board members or office personnel overriding the 
RMC rulings and requests that all the Board members and office personnel become familiar with 
RMC guidelines and are following these guidelines themselves.  Also, Ms. Peszko stated her 
concerns with Board members on FaceBook.  As a Board member there should be no surveys 
done on Deed restrictions or RMC guidelines these are discussed and changed by the Deed and 
the RMC Committees and then sent to the Developer for approval or disapproval.   
President Aho also added that one of the things she would hope that Directors would not do is 
have conversations with members following a Compliance Committee decision.  Especially if 
those members may be sending the Board letters from attorneys.   
 
Deed Restriction – Les Goodman (Chair) 
Mr. Goodman provided a written report which is attached to these minutes which he presented 
at the BOD meeting of September 26, 2021.  
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Election Committee – President Aho (Chair) 
President Aho gave a reminder that September 30, 2021, at 7:00pm is Candidates Night being 
held in the Community Center.  Please submit your questions prior to this event to 
electioncommittee@rotondawest.org and to please limit your questions to 5 per member. 
 
Residential Modifications Committee – Barb Peszko (Chair)  
Ms. Peszko provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 
 
Wildlife Committee – Cari Hale (Chair) 
Director Cowin provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 

• Director Cowin made a Motion to approve the $1100.00 request for flowering wildlife 
habitat near Lake Farrell.  Director Eldred 2nd the Motion.  Discussion was held regarding 
the monies requested, the required maintenance for these wildlife habitat plantings and 
whether the project had been reviewed by the Buildings and Grounds Committee.  
Director Eldred removed his 2nd to this Motion and asked that the requested Motion be 
taken to the Buildings and Grounds Committee for review and approval.  Motion Failed 
for lack of 2nd. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
President Aho opened discussion for any changes that the Board feels that may be needed for 
the current operations of the Administration Office and the Community Center due to COVID-19.  
There were none.  
 
NEW BUSINESS & COMMUNICATIONS – President Aho 
President Aho presented 2 applications for use of common areas.   

• Application #1 is for Music in the Park scheduled for October 21, 2021, at 5:30 – 7:30pm 
by the Activities Committee.  Director Cowin moved to approve and Director Eldred 2nd 
the Motion.  Discussion focused on a companion food drive.  Motion Unanimously 
Approved.   

• Director Cowin made a Motion to approve a food drive starting on October 21 and 
finishing during the evening of the Community Open House, to benefit the St. Frances 
food bank.  Director Shaw 2nd the Motion.  Motion Unanimously Approved. 

• Application #2 is for Gazebo Island Lighting scheduled for November 27, 2021, at 5:00 – 
8:00pm by the Activities Committee.  Director Cowin made a Motion to approve the use 
of the Community Center by the Activities Committee for a Gazebo Island Lighting event 
November 27, 2021, 5:00 – 8:00pm.  Director Eldred 2nd the Motion.  Motion Unanimously 
Approved. 
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MEMBERS INPUT (Non-Agenda Items) 
Maureen McDowell encouraged members to come out to Candidate’s Night on Thursday, 
September 30, 2021, 7:00 – 9:00pm.  Ms. McDowell also requested that members be sure to 
send in their questions, questions that will be asked of all 4 candidates on a random basis.  Please 
send you questions to electioncommittee@rotondawest.org and those members that are not 
comfortable with email, please feel free to write your questions down, put them in an envelope  
and place them in the drop box provided at the RWA office.  When submitting your questions 
please be sure to provide your name and address with your questions.  This is strictly to confirm 
that you are a Rotonda West Member and will not be given in association with your submitted 
questions.   
 
Cynthia Chatham asked a question of the Board regarding an article in the West Ways newsletter 
regarding the voting on a list of names for the Broadmoor Park C without requesting any 
community input.  Ms. Chatham feels as though the community should be given the opportunity 
to participate and submit suggestions for naming of the lakes/ponds. 
   
 
RESPONSE TO MEMBERS INPUT 
President Aho responded to Ms. Chatham’s comments and stated that the article in the West 
Ways is to solicit community input on behalf of the Buildings & Grounds Committee to determine 
if there is interest in renaming the ponds and/or lakes in Broadmoor Park.  This article was put in 
West Ways at the request of the Buildings & Grounds Committee.  Therefore, the article is doing 
exactly what was asked by the Committee and no recommendations have been forwarded to the 
Board from the Committee.  It is also abundantly clear that we are not renaming Lake Farrell.  
Frankly what is being done is exactly the correct way to solicit community input and those emails 
and thoughts should go to the Buildingsandgroundscommitte@rotondawest.org or be dropped 
off at the lockbox at the RWA office.   
 
Director Eldred agrees with the article in West Ways to solicit community input.   
 
DIRECTOR INPUT 
President Aho opened discussion for Director Input. 
 
Director Shaw commented that the FaceBook page that she administers is done so not as a 
Director but as a Member of the Rotonda West Community and feels as though she has the right 
to discuss whatever she pleases without an RMC approval to do so.  Therefore, the complaint 
that was lodged against her has no basis. 
 
Director Cowin made a Motion to approve the purchase of signs and markers for gopher tortoises 
on an as needed basis up to the amount in the budget as previously approved by the Board of 
Directors.  Director Eldred 2nd the Motion.  President Aho stated that there was a decision that 
Motions would be placed in front of Directors ahead of time and that they would be in Board 
packets so that the Board would have a heads-up and believes in order to honor Director Cowin’s 
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request this Motion should be presented at the next Board meeting.  Director Cowin stated that 
although she supported providing notice of motions ahead of the meeting, she did not do so with 
this motion.  Discussion was held regarding the request for the purchase of tortoise burrow signs 
and markers.  Motion Failed (3-2). 
 
President Aho reminded the Board that the next meeting is the Budget workshop on September 
23, 2021, at 11:00am and that the next Board meeting will also be held on September 23, 2021, 
at 2:00pm.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting adjourned at 2:52pm. 
 
Next Board Meeting:  23 September 2021, 2PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Annette Casteel,  
Minutes Clerk/Admin. Assistant 
Attachments:  
Agenda 
Minutes 
Reports 
 


